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TA B L E  O F 
C O N T E N T S



P R O – 
L O G U E

containing maps, or a book containing maps showing where particular things 
are made, found, etc.

But well, this is obviously not a book about maps. 

It is common knowledge that, over the last few years, an increasing 
amount of young people have joined the Internet governance ecosystem, 
either through the annual Internet Governance Forum (IGF), the ICANN 
meetings or through the growing number of National or Regional Initiatives 
(NRIs) and Youth Initiatives around the globe. 

However, even though it is clear that there has been a decrease in the 

not yet so obvious. 

First of all, who are these young people? Where do they come from? Why 
in the world are they joining the Internet governance ecosystem? Are they 
coming through fellowships or on their own? What do these people do in the 
aftermath of these events? 

These are some of the questions we have tried to put together in this atlas.

Thus, the following pages comprise not a book about maps, but a book 
about people, about where they live, what they do there, and about how they 
have got to be here today. 
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All that is written in these pages is the result of unprecedented research 
conducted with over 150 individuals, either through questionnaires or direct 
interviews. From this analysis, it was possible to draw some conclusions to 
the questions presented above, while others remain unanswered. 

Although the amount of people who took part in this project is quite large, 
this book does not claim to represent accurately all the different regional 
contexts that exist in the world, nor is it aimed at exhausting the research 
around the role of youth in our ecosystem. 

Our main purpose with this publication is to reunite the thoughts and the 
stories of some of the individuals who are now part of the debates around the 
future of the Internet, as well as to present the perspectives of some of the 
people who are responsible for inclusion programs aimed at youth.

With that in mind, we invite you, reader, whether you are young or 
experienced, man or woman, Northern or Southern, Eastern or Western, to 
turn the next page and get to know a little more of who we are, where we are 
and what we do.

GUILHERME ALVES , BRAZIL 

JULIANA NOVAES , BRAZIL 

YOUTH OBSERVATORY

*This is a project executed by the Youth Observatory (Youth SIG)  
and funded by the Internet Society.
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I N T R O – 
D U C T I O N

SUPPORTING NEW LEADERS FOR  
A BETTER INTERNET DEVELOPMENT:  
REMARKS FROM THE ISOC YOUTH@IGF  
AND IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAMS

 I fully believe that great things happen when we work together,  
 including all voices. 

BRINGING YOUTH@IGF TO L IFE 

Early in 2015, the Brazilian Internet Steering Committee (CGI.br) identified 
as a desired outcome of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) an increase in 
Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) youth participation in the Internet 
governance processes and the actual IGF meeting.

Both CGI.br and the Internet Society have extensive experience in 
providing capacity building on Internet governance through online courses 
and fellowships to previous IGFs. Therefore, the two organizations combined 
efforts to create the Youth@IGF program to empower the next generation of 
leaders and increase the participation of young voices in the debates about 
Internet governance.

Since then, and with our partners – NIC.MX, the Government of Mexico, 
Microsoft, Google and Verizon – the Youth@IGF program has brought around 
200 youth from around the world to IGF 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018, as part of 
our commitment to ensure the next generation of Internet leaders are primed 
to advance an Internet of opportunity for all.

The two organizations who founded the program, CGI.br and the Internet 
Society, now run separate programs, one of them aimed at the Brazilian youth 
called Youth Brazil and the other at the international level called Youth@IGF.
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The Youth@IGF program is part of the Internet Society’s Next Generation 
Leaders initiative. This initiative empowers young people everywhere to make 
their voices heard. More importantly, the initiative also helps us shape the 
future of the Internet through the creation of tomorrow’s Internet leaders, 
thereby delivering on the strategic priorities.

Together with the participants of IGF Ambassadors’ Program, also run 
by the Internet Society, more than 350 individuals from around the world 
have already benefited from these fellowships, allowing them to take part in 
global Internet governance discussions hosted by the IGF. This has resulted in 
highly qualified adults with valuable experience who are now active in Internet 
circles. However, it remains the case that we need more highly qualified and 
talented younger individuals in the Internet community to maintain a healthy 
flow of Internet leaders into the future. We want to encourage greater youth 
participation in our programs as a result. 

I was hired to manage some different programs at the Internet Society. 
Since I am passionate about youth and really believe that they must be 
involved and listened to, I happily took this program and became the Program 
Manager. I have been running the program for the last three years and am 
planning to run it in the future.

CONCRETE RESULTS

I can say that the program has empowered young adults from all over 
the world by building their capacity through training, fostering a new cadre 
of young Internet leaders who are motivated to learn, engage and act within 
their region and beyond. 

By partnering with organizations to broaden the depth and breadth of the 
program, we reinforce the importance of multidisciplinary leaders in fostering 
the sustainability, robustness, security, stability and development of the 
Internet. 

Engaging young people in the Internet governance community also 
promotes youth citizenship, diplomacy, volunteerism and community service 
as key aspects of next-generation leadership, broadening their experience 
and enabling their participation in public policy debate.

When we provide opportunities to youth to participate in the global 
Internet ecosystem and to interact and engage with the broader Internet 
governance community, we help to increase their visibility and prepare them 
to deliver more meaningful impacts at the local, regional and global levels, 
mobilizing youth beyond Internet governance-specific topics.    
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FUTURE CHALLENGES

The Internet Society sees the positive value of the program and wants 
to keep it; the program has high praise by youth and successfully builds a 
pipeline of young leaders who are highly qualified. It also has high praise by 
the Internet governance community and we have always felt the support from 
its partners and actors.  

At the same time, experience in running both programs has shown us 
that greater streamlining, efficiency and consistency are possible. This is 
why we have decided to merge them into a single program called “IGF Youth 
Ambassadors”. This change will allow us to support the participation of even 
younger individuals to the IGF since it will now be open to candidates aged 
from 18 to 30 years old. 

However, there are still points for improvement in the post-program 
engagement and impact and there is some skepticism in terms of the 
programs’ long-term impact. Even if we try to keep the youth engaged 
and motivated, for youth who are in the early stages of their careers, it is 
difficult to articulate the precise impact each of them has after the program. 
Concretely, I think that, after the program, we need a way to know if former 
participants are, for example, actively contributing to the plumbing of the 
Internet, playing a leadership role in Internet policy, building awareness and 
support ISOC’s goals and pursuing additional education and training.

The Internet Governance Forum relies on the participation of people 
dedicated to building a bigger, stronger Internet, so we need to have the 
youth’s voice count in decisions that impact the Internet. Youth can do 
amazing things when back home and they are the real game-changers, having 
a high impact on key world issues.

ALEJANDRA PRIETO
PROGRAM MANAGER, INTERNET LEADERSHIP  

INTERNET SOCIETY (ISOC)
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PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR STUDENTS TO ENGAGE:  
REMARKS FROM THE ICANN  
NEXTGEN PROGRAM

 The future of Internet Governance relies on the involvement of those  
 who can continue to volunteer and be involved in the important work that is  
 taking place every day. 

The NextGen@ICANN Program aims to broaden participation in ICANN 
by providing opportunities for university students to better understand 
ICANN and the Internet ecosystem. It was formalized in 2014, at ICANN49 
in Singapore, as part of the Public Responsibility Support (PRS) ongoing 
work to support the next generation of Internet users, and it is intended for 
undergraduate and graduate students aged 18 to 30 from the region where 
the ICANN meeting is taking place. The program was initially organized with 
DotAsia and NetMission and has been successfully replicated thereafter 
at other ICANN meetings. Since its inception, over 207 students from 106 
countries have participated in the program.

I joined the PRS team just before ICANN54 and took over the management 
of the NextGen program with ICANN55. I manage all aspects of the program 
and continue to seek out ways to improve the program’s productivity and 
growth. I feel it has been continually growing since its inception: since the 
start, the program has evolved to incorporate Ambassadors and Mentors and 
has produced some outstanding active community members as a result of the 
continuous efforts to keep the members engaged and active. 

We need the youth of the world to be educated and aware of the processes 
of how the internet works and is governed in every aspect. It is vital that we 
have a strong “next generation” of community leaders to continue the work of 
those who have been so active in the community for many years. One goal of the 
NextGen@ICANN program is to provide young students with opportunities to 
better understand ICANN and the Internet ecosystem. The need to broaden the 
medium and long-term participation of young people at ICANN is an important 
goal of the program, in terms of raising global awareness.

DEBORAH ESCALERA
NEXT GENERATION PROGRAM MANAGER 

INTERNET CORPORATION FOR ASSIGNED NAMES AND NUMBERS (ICANN)
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OUTCOMES AND PERSPECTIVES  
OF THE CGI .BR YOUTH PROGRAM  
BRAZIL EXPERIENCE

MOTIVATIONS, GOALS AND CYCLES

Since the beginning of the program, I have worked mainly supporting its 
realization as part of CGI.br (Brazilian Internet Steering Committee) staff, so I 
participated a lot in the initial meetings, in the selection of our young fellows 
and selecting study materials from the second year on. Thiago Tavares, who 
was a CGI.br board member in 2015, suggested then the possibility of bringing 
the committee closer to a younger generation since there was a strong 
interaction only with an older public. So CGI.br considered the program  
 important precisely as a way to have a dialogue with a new audience. 

The Youth Program, therefore, aims to create a protagonist role for the 
youth in Internet Governance by empowering these young people so that they 
can participate effectively and fully in the community. We have had a few 
different cycles in the program, beginning in 2015, when the focus was on 
young Latin Americans - a two-year partnership between the Internet Society 
and CGI.br. From 2016 CGI.br began to focus not only on IGF, but also on the 
Brazilian Internet Governance Forum, our national IGF, and also on LACIGF, 
the Latin American forum. The process has also changed over the years, and 
among some of the changes we have taken, along with performance and 
engagement, considering regional and gender diversity in our selection. 

From 2019 we adopted a model that is probably going to continue for the 
next few years, which is an integrated selection, placing in the same process the 
selection of participants for the Brazilian Internet Governance Forum, LACIGF, 
and IGF. For me, one of the program’s goals is also to engage a generation that 
probably remembers little of what life was like before the Internet. Certainly, 
this generation’s understanding of what the Internet is or what it is like being 
connected is very different from the generation that created it.

THE LATIN AMERICA PERSPECTIVE

The program is essential to the Latin American context because we still 
see that the region is underrepresented in the Internet Governance spaces, 
especially international ones. Brazil has a specific context because here the 
debate is much more mature than in many other countries where Internet 
Governance is still starting to be discussed, so Brazil ends up emerging even as a 
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leader in the region. But globally, Latin America still does not have a strong voice, 
including because there is difficulty sending people to these spaces —the Youth 
Program, therefore, is specifically important because it is not just a fellowship to 
participate in the event, but also a capacity building process. 

ENGAGEMENT AND DIFFICULTIES

What was visible in 2015 and which ended up allowing the continuity of 
the program was that there was, in fact, quality engagement by many youth 
fellows in IGF. One of several good reverberations was the Youth Observatory 
itself, which emerged from this process. Seeing how many young people  
 were interested in keeping themselves engaged in the community  
 influenced the renewal of the program for the following year and so on. 

That engagement surprised some people. There was at first a certain 
skepticism about whether bringing youth fellows could in fact benefit the debate, 
but it was noticeably positive. Many fellows joined in the debates positively and 
politely. Not only Brazilians but international experts, such as Vint Cerf, praised 
the initiative, which also helped for things to continue. However, I believe that 
the main difficulty of the program has to do with the fact that it is constantly 
reevaluated concerning its continuity. This makes it difficult to plan things in the 
long run. Often the decision for continuity for the following year came late and this 
impacted the execution and actions we could do.

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS 

I firmly believe that the program makes a difference and brings the 
renewal that is needed in all arenas. We see that youth programs have 
allowed several people to take some kind of leadership in Internet Governance 
in their own countries. In Brazil, we clearly see a large number of study groups 
that have begun to emerge throughout the country. We also see young people 
who are engaging in ICANN and participating in Best Practice Forums of 
IGF. There was an impact of sharing knowledge of Internet Governance. I am 
optimistic: we know it is normal and acceptable for some people to take a 
little longer to flourish and bring their impact to the community. Sometimes 
a single event is not enough for the person to feel empowered enough to be 
able to transform their reality or to start engaging with their local, regional or 
municipal community. But my expectations have been exceeded.

NATHALIA SAUTCHUK
TECHNICAL ADVISOR TO THE BRAZILIAN INTERNET STEERING COMMITTEE (CGI.BR) 

BRAZILIAN NETWORK INFORMATION CENTRE (NIC.BR), THE EXECUTIVE BODY OF CGI.BR 
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KEEPING THE MULTISTAKEHOLDER MODEL 
ALIVE AND RENEWED:  REMARKS FROM THE 
CGI .BR YOUTH PROGRAM BRAZIL

 When you are training and empowering new generations to get  
 involved in Internet Governance, you are keeping the model alive. Brazil’s 
multistakeholder model is a successful model. Therefore, it is important to keep 
all degrees of professionals involved in it: young people being motivated, people 
with some experience assuming positions and the most experienced guiding 
and supporting the process. 

I see in young people a dynamism and enthusiasm that is natural to 
the generation. And I would say that their main defense symbol should be 
the multistakeholder model, striving for an increasingly active and present 
international model of multistakeholderism. We need to have a cross-sectional 
representation of these young people in various segments of society: young 
professionals in the civil society, in telecommunications, in the legal field, in 
government. Brazil is one of the few countries that apply the multistakeholder 
model and this obviously happens due to pressure made 25 years ago. At that 
time there was a lot of involvement from NGOs, civil society, and this policy 
pervades all our activities to this day. That is why I believe it is very important 
to have training courses and fellowships to maintain this spirit among Internet 
users and the Brazilian society.

The evaluation of the Youth Program Brazil is undoubtedly positive. One 
advantage of our program is that we make a rigorous selection process. It is 
important for us to have motivated people. I have seen in national and  
 international events some of those former fellows taking leading positions  
 today. One idea that remains to us is having a list of all the alumni, so we can 
know where they are today. We have already held many Brazilian Internet 
Governance Schools and Brazilian Internet Governance Forums with the 
participation of young people. So we could try to see what these people are 
involved with today. Some did a master’s and doctorate, others got involved in 
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other areas as well. In some parts of Brazil, I have met young people from our 
programs who are stimulating, in their cities, an approach between the local 
judiciary and Brazilian Internet Steering Committee (CGI.br). We had a case of a 
former fellow who set up a three-day meeting to make a “mini-Brazilian Internet 
Governance School” for members of the judiciary and invited us. We had similar 
experiences in several cities, such as Brasilia, Vitória, Natal, Recife. This is a 
consequence of people, former fellows, who participate in our programs and 
are motivated to promote Internet governance. That makes it worth to me.

HARTMUT GLASER
ACTIVITY ADVISORY DIRECTOR TO THE BRAZILIAN INTERNET STEERING COMMITTEE (CGI.BR) 

BRAZILIAN NETWORK INFORMATION CENTRE (NIC.BR), THE EXECUTIVE BODY OF CGI.BR
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3 . Y O U T H  I N 
N U M B E R S

One of the main purposes of this book is to understand, both empirically 
and narratively, the trajectories of the young people involved with Internet 
governance today. 

Having this in mind, the information contained in this chapter was 
obtained through the responses provided by 155 people in a survey that was 
sent by members of the Youth Observatory in 2019. 

Although the data shown in this chapter is based on a considerably 
diverse sample of responses, we do not aim to formulate any absolute 
conclusions over the information presented, nor can we guarantee the 
veracity of the self-voluntary statements that were made as responses to the 
form by participants in this study. 

However, through this chapter, we do propose to offer a never before 
seen quantitative perspective of the engagement of youth in our field and 
provide a kickoff so that new studies and conclusions can be formulated. 
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WHO ARE THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN  
INTERNET GOVERNANCE TODAY?

STAKEHOLDER GROUP

In order to understand the context through which young people are 
included in our field, it is necessary to first discover which are their primary 
stakeholder groups. 

As shown in the study, 48.4% of the participants declared to be part 
of Civil Society, 21.9% are in Academia, 16.8% in the Technical Community, 
7.1% in the Private Sector and 3.2% in both Governments and International 
Multilateral Organizations. 

48,4%

16,8%

21,9%

7,1%

3,2%

CIVIL SOCIETY

TECHNICAL COMMUNITY

ACADEMIA

PRIVATE SECTOR

INTERNATIONAL MULTILATERAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Primary Stakholder Group

GOVERNMENTS3,2%

This data helps us to assess that Civil Society organizations have played 
an important role when it comes to youth engagement in our community — a 
phenomenon also noticeable by the large participation of this stakeholder in 
the latest global Internet Governance Forum editions.

The low participation from the Private Sector and especially from both 
Governments and International Multilateral Organizations is worrisome: 
following the multistakeholder approach as the main guideline to our 
community, it is of greatest importance to stimulate opportunities for new 
leaders to be part of those stakeholders, either through employment or 
temporary internships. 

We believe that engagement programs offered directly by members of 
those underrepresented stakeholders may help us to foster a more diverse 
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community in the upcoming years, since encouraging multidisciplinary 
activities and valuing the policymaking debate are key strategies to keep 
Internet governance a relevant field. 

Those new leaders should play a central role in regards to facing current 
challenges of Internet policy that need to be addressed by the Private Sector, 
Governments and International Multilateral Organizations, such as the 
imperative need for a democratic debate and accountability over technology 
development.

WHAT ARE THESE YOUNG  
PEOPLE WORKING ON?

In order to comprehend the role of young people in the field, we need 
to gauge what kind of work is being developed by them. Through the survey 
conducted, we have analyzed both paid and voluntary activities that youth are 
part of. 

EMPLOYMENT AND RESEARCH IN INTERNET GOVERNANCE 

One of the questions present in our investigation had to do with 
employment and research, aiming to discover the number of young individuals 
who are now working and building a career in the Internet governance and 
tech-policy related fields. 

According to the data provided by the participants, 62.6% of them 
are now employed or engaged in university research working with Internet 
governance and tech-policy topics in their respective activities. 

37,4%

62,9%
YES

NO

Youth employed or developing research 
in the Internet governance field
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It is not possible to know by this result if participants were already 
engaged in technology-related topics before becoming fellows of youth-
related programs, but it is likely that different research studies, policies or 
ideas might have arisen after those individuals participated in such activities. 

When it comes to research, we believe that stimulating conferences and 
fostering academic networks are pivotal actions to ensure that the Internet 
governance community can be strengthened. Also, it is necessary to welcome 
the participation of students and youth scholars in academic events.

In the context of employment, fostering the creation of job positions 
which are aware of the public impact of new technologies — a debate which 
is one of the most fruitful outcomes of Internet governance events — could 
help us to shape future development of the Internet as more oriented towards 
society, human rights and the strengthening of democracy.

INTERNET SOCIETY ENGAGEMENT

Given the role of the Internet Society (ISOC) when it comes to offering 
fellowship and engagement opportunities for youth, this survey also aimed 
at understanding the level of engagement of young people in the Internet 
Society network, which includes participation in Chapters or Special Interest 
Groups (SIG).

According to the information provided by the 155 participants of this 
survey, 79.4% of them are now engaged with Internet Society activities. 

19,4%

79,4%
YES

NO

1,3% DON’T KNOW WHAT IT IS

Youth part of an ISOC Chapter or SIG
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This is rewarding information to us since the Youth Observatory is part 
of the Internet Society as a Special Interest Group for Youth. We understand 
that keeping individuals engaged in the Internet governance community 
is one of the most challenging goals of the Internet Society. We believe 
that broadening quality volunteering-based engagement is best achieved 
by a local approach, understanding the needs of our communities and the 
importance of empowering education and participatory design of projects.

PARTICIPATION IN YOUTH-LED ORGANIZATIONS

We often hear about youth-led organizations in Internet governance, 
but it is hard to know how many of such initiatives there are and what is their 
impact on youth engagement. 

Having this in mind, we wanted to know how many of the young people 
who participated in our survey were currently members of youth-led 
organizations. The results demonstrate that 80% of individuals are engaged 
in an initiative of this sort. 

20%

80%
YES

NO

Youth that are members of  Youth-Led Organizations

This data demonstrates the tenacity and commitment of those young 
people, since running an initiative, project or organization, particularly 
if volunteer-based, is very challenging work, having in mind the level of 
commitment demanded and the leadership abilities that are required to do so. 
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HOW DO YOUNG PEOPLE F IRST ENTER THE 
INTERNET GOVERNANCE ECOSYSTEM?

HOW MANY OF THEM WERE PART OF  
A FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM?

It is not always so clear how young individuals got to be involved with 
the issues discussed in the Internet governance field, but through the 
testimonials provided by the volunteers who agreed to be interviewed by the 
Youth Observatory, it was possible to see that many of them have had their 
first contact through a fellowship program. 

As a consequence, we decided to ask through the survey how many of 
them had already been part of a fellowship program. With this, we discovered 
that 56.8% had already been part of a program of such kind. 

43,2%
56,8%
YES

NO

Youth that have participated in 
fellowships in Internet Governance
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N A M E  S U R N A M E
GENDER, AGE |  STAKEHOLDER | CURRENT LOCATION OF THE 
PERSON

 + ORGANIZATION: IF THE PERSON WORKS OR LEADS AN ORGANIZATION OR 
PROJECT WITH A YOUTH-CENTERED APPROACH

 + FORMER FELLOW OF: IF THE PERSON WAS A FELLOW OF A YOUTH-ORIENTED 
PROGRAM RELATED TO TOPICS ON INTERNET GOVERNANCE

 + MEMBER OF: LOCAL CHAPTERS OR SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIG) OF 
INTERNET SOCIETY THAT THE PERSON IS A MEMBER OF

“Testimonial: we asked them to tell us more about 
their experience, something that may have surprised them in their first days of the IG 
community and how they see the role of fellowship programs”

C O M M O N  A C R O N Y M S
CGI.br: Brazilian Internet Steering Committee  

     (Comitê Gestor da Internet no Brasil)

ICT: Information and Communication Technologies

ICANN: Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 
      Numbers

IG: Internet Governance

IGF: Internet Governance Forum

LACIGF: Latin American and the Caribbean Regional 
     Preparatory Meeting for the Internet Governance Forum

HOW TO READ  
THE TESTIMONIALS



4 .  A F R I C A
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4.1  REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES: 

AN INTERVIEW 
WITH ESTHER 
MWEMA
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LUSAKA, ZAMBIA (AFRICA)

How did you first get involved with Internet governance? 
 Can you tell us a bit about your story? 

I always used to work on the Internet, using the Internet to do my 
grassroots work. I run a non-profit organization called Safety First for Girls, 
and we use the Internet to connect volunteers to local communities and 
create solutions on safety issues and raise awareness on critical issues 
affecting their safety. But in 2017, through my work, I applied to an Internet 
Society Youth@IGF program and then I attended the Internet Governance 
Forum in Geneva, Switzerland. That’s how I got to learn more about Internet 
governance and about who are the actors that control the Internet. 

After attending the event, a group of us had the idea to start a digital 
literacy training and so we have started Digital Grassroots. Since we began, 
back in 2018, we have already had 8 cohorts, including one in French as well. 
The main goal of these cohorts is to serve as mentorship for young people on 
how to use community engagement to solve Internet-related issues in their 
respective contexts.

We got a lot of support for these projects and Digital Grassroots still 
remains active today, as an organization that aims to train more young people 
in digital literacy. We were part of the Mozilla Open Leaders and became 
Internet Freedom State fellows. Through that experience, I have gotten more 
involved with Internet governance and that is a bit of my story in a nutshell.
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Can you tell us a little bit about the scenario of Internet 
connectivity in your region and in your country?

Africa is a huge continent with very, very diverse geography and climate 
at different levels. There are, of course, a lot of challenges in terms of 
infrastructure which leads to the high cost of Internet connectivity, but with 
the coming of mobile phones, Internet access is slowly increasing. 

There are issues that we have to consider as well. Internet shutdowns are 
happening a lot, for example, in addition to issues such as gender safety for 
women online and digital literacy for communities who were not born in the 
digital age. Those are some of the challenges we continue to face. 

However, we are also seeing a lot of innovation, like digital literacy being 
encouraged by governments, an increase in the use of the Internet to improve 
education systems and the digitization of services, which is very positive. 
In addition to that, a lot of young people are now learning how to code and 
about how the Internet is governed and they are bringing their communities 
to the forefront of these issues, which is very exciting. Every year, we see 
more young people going to the Internet Governance Forum, taking ownership 
of how they use the Internet, taking care of their own digital footprints and 
sharing information on how others can be better digital citizens. As I said 
before, there are challenges and opportunities.

I think every country has its own specifics, and every issue is important. 
I feel like all we have managed to accomplish so far is getting the voices of 
young people on these platforms. And young people are not just talking 
about being young. We listen and we talk about issues that we have a lot of 
experience in. So young people are being recognized by experts in our fields 
and I feel like that has been a big change for youth.

Through our work at Digital Grassroots, young people can now be seen 
as individuals with experience in topics such as digital inclusion, women’s 
inclusion and how we can counter misinformation in our communities.
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What are some of the challenges youth-led organizations face and 
what do you think makes your organization successful?

There are a lot of challenges in being a youth-based organization, 
especially when it comes to understanding the contexts of different 
countries, in addition to the numerous challenges involving logistics and the 
need to keep the program running even with limited funding. 

We always have to make sure that all the ambassadors stay engaged and 
we offer them support, even with limited or zero resources and with us doing 
everything on a voluntary basis. 

The most important part is maintaining the values that we have. We 
are constantly looking for ways to reinvent ourselves while still keeping 
our mission. There are many challenges, but there are also many, many 
successes that we have enjoyed, such as seeing other people getting involved 
with the program. 

At Digital Grassroots, we work in an open manner, which means that 
anyone can join. We have a strong commitment to making sure that youth 
have a voice. When we host the Ambassador’s Program, the person has to 
be younger than 29 years old, so all ambassadors are young people, but we 
also have another program in which people can just sign up to be a Digital 
Grassroots member by becoming a mentor or collaborator, so we are very 
open to working with everyone. 

We have ambassadors from literally every continent, which is very 
exciting for me. Every young person has ownership of the success of Digital 
Grassroots. We have a very distributed leadership. Our target has always 
been young people and has always been about digital trust. We only focus 
on what we do best and we are very committed to all the people who have 
helped us in our journey, from the Internet Society staff and Mozilla Open 
Leaders to the ambassadors, the mentors and the advisors. 

I see a lot of outpouring of support to this project and I believe that this has 
helped it to be where it is right now. I am just happy to know that I’m one of the 
people that is making it possible for everyone’s voices to be heard. I think that 
what is most important for us is to make sure that we are there for other youth, in 
the same way we would have wanted other people to be there for us.
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What do you think are the best ways to generate engagement and 
what kind of policies can be created to include more youth in the 
Internet governance ecosystem?

I think different engagements are being done by the youth. The most 
important thing is supporting the existing projects because by supporting 
them, we are allowing more young people to come on board. So instead of just 
recruiting more and more young people, we have to make sure that they have 
a space to thrive where their ideas can be adopted.

I do think that it is not an easy journey, but every word is important. I 
think the most important thing I can tell youth is that self-care is important: 
do not burnout, take care of yourself, even as you are working on these very 
important and critical issues. If you are too tired, you will not able to continue. 
Take care of yourselves, make sure that your mental health is a priority. 
An organization can be very useful because it is a very deep and very long 
journey that we are on. So take care of yourself and also be open to working 
with others as well.
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4.2  AFRICAN YOUTH  
IN  INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE

 BENIN

B E N D J É D I D  
R A C H A D  S A N O U S S I

 + ORGANIZATION: TIJ/UNODC BORDERLESS YOUTH FORUM

 +

 These fellowship programs are important as they engage the youth and motivate 
them to take a strong interest in the Internet governance ecosystem. For the future of 
the Internet, it is important to understand young people as active users and developers. 
Therefore, encouraging them to address Internet governance issues through fellowship 
opportunities is a noble thing. That way, the next generation of Internet leaders will be 
ready to promote an open Internet for all.
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E L I A S  G I L D A S  G N A N C A D J A
MALE, 30 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + COTONOU, BENIN (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: ASSOCIATION E-CONSCIENCE

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BENIN CHAPTER

 I am currently engaged in the sensitization and training of Internet users and IT 
network professionals with the main goal of generating a massive change of mindset for 
uninterrupted Internet in Africa and protection of networks, computers and data against 
attacks, damage and unauthorized access.

  BOTSWANA

S A M U E L  
A K I N S O L A
MALE, 30 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + GABORONE, BOTSWANA 
(AFRICA)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BOTSWANA CHAPTER

 I work with tech-entrepreneurship, literacy and inclusion in an information and 
communication technologies project, advocating for fast Internet access and training on 
entrepreneurship in Africa.
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  CAMEROON

L I L I A N E  
K O M
FEMALE, 30 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + DOUALA, 
CAMEROON (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: GOOGLE DEVELOPERS GROUP DOUALA CHAPTER

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY CAMEROON CHAPTER

 In addition to working to engage youth through social media platforms, I am 
involved with the Google Developers Group Douala (GDG Douala) as a community activist, 
where I am learning about new tools and gadgets.

  CAPE VERDE

H I D I L B E R T O  
D O  N A S C I M E N T O  D I A S
MALE, 35 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + PRAIA, CAPE VERDE (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: WAICT NETWORKS WEST AFRICA

 I am involved in a project with my community that aims to engage and stimulate 
youth towards responsible and sustainable Internet usage. My participation in Internet 
governance has enabled me to develop more project ideas aiming to improve Internet 
usage in Cape Verde. I have also gained knowledge and commitment to contribute to 
further dissemination of content related to the Internet in my local context.
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  CHAD

C H R I S T I A N  R O U T O U A N G  
M O H A M E D  N D O N G A 
MALE, 29 YEARS OLD. + CIVIL SOCIETY + N’DJAMENA, CHAD (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGIT’ELLE, CODE PLANNERS

 I am currently part of Digit’Elle, an organization that promotes digital innovation 
among women, offering them opportunities in this field. I am also part of Code Planners, 
an initiative that provides initiation and training to children in programming languages 
aiming at popularization and capacity building in coding.

H A M I D  K H AYA R
MALE, 35 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + N’DJAMENA, CHAD (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: CHAD INNOVATION HUB

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY CHAD CHAPTER

 I am involved with the Chad Innovation Hub, a collaborative workspace that allows 
young people to incubate their ideas and grow them into businesses. This is also a hub 
for workshops, conferences, case studies and peer-to-peer sessions related to smart 
technology, business, society and infrastructure. I work to promote affordable, secure and 
open Internet access for all. Technology to connect everyone affordably is available, but to 
unlock the power of this technology, we need everyone: governments, companies and civil 
society to work together to change policies and regulations. We need everyone to work 
together in order to deal with Internet issues like shutdowns and the digital divide.
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K H O U Z E I F I  I S S A K H A  
D O U D - B A N E
MALE, 27 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + ABÉCHÉ, CHAD (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: CHADIAN YOUTH IGF

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY CHAD CHAPTER

 Chadian Youth IGF is an initiative to promote local youth engagement in Internet 
governance. Young people have discussed and agreed on the importance of ensuring 
freedom and privacy online to promote secure, stable and fast Internet to meet basic 
accessibility requirements. Youth are key stakeholders on the Internet, thus our opinions 
and voices should be heard, as we have the right to have our views listened to just as any 
key stakeholder.

  GAMBIA

A M A D O U  C E E S AY
MALE, 23 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + SEREKUNDA, GAMBIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: WEST AFRICA YOUTH IGF

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY GAMBIA CHAPTER

 + FORMER FELLOW OF WEST AFRICA SCHOOL ON INTERNET GOVERNANCE

 My goal is to enlighten youth on Internet governance processes, as well as on their 
fundamental human rights online.
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M U H A M M E D  S A W A N E H
MALE, 21 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BANJUL, GAMBIA (AFRICA) 

 + ORGANIZATION: THE DEAF SUPPORT PROJECT

 I am currently involved with The Deaf Support Project, 
an initiative that gives the deaf people the required skills to 
increase their chances of working in a technology-related 

field. It also boosts their confidence so that their dreams are not shattered and enables 
them to do more than what society expects.

 GHANA

L I LY  E D I N A M  B O T S Y O E
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + ACCRA, GHANA 
(AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: GHANA YOUTH IGF, WEST AFRICA YOUTH IGF, GLOBAL REPOS-
ITORY FOR INTERNET STUDIES, AFRICAN YOUTH IGF

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY GHANA CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 Together with teams of young people from my region, we organized national, 
sub-regional and regional IGFs to encourage young people to take a keen interest in policy 
issues and to let them know how to be involved in Internet governance. My participation as 
a fellow has impacted my life positively: together with other young people, I have created 
the Global Repository for Internet Studies to educate people on Internet governance 
issues. I made contact with people I would not have met because they were in different 
locations and not always available due to a busy schedule. My knowledge of Internet 
governance was sharpened and I picked an interest in policy discussions and many 
issues that have spurred my interest to pursue a Master’s degree. Fellowship programs 
provide a platform for the voices of young people to be heard in policy discussions, which 
is essential since we are the very first generation of active users of the Internet and 
together our voices help shape it.  
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S A M U E L  O S E I  M E N S A H
MALE, 27 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + ACCRA, GHANA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: NETWORK INNOVATION AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT (NETICS), 
GLOBAL REPOSITORY FOR INTERNET STUDIES

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY GHANA CHAPTER, RURAL DEVELOPMENT SIG

 
 I attended Internet governance events as a fellow inspired by the possibility of 

expanding Internet access on a massive, global scale with a special focus on Africa and 
Ghana. While my activities were focused basically to understand the best possible ways 
I could do more to connect the unconnected, it was also an opportunity for me to get 
first-hand knowledge on what the current trends are in other regions. The fellowships 
offer opportunities, training, and research about new things, igniting the passion of 
individuals who later want to impact and improve the livelihoods of underserved youth 
in their regions. One of the highlights after participation in this fellowship was getting 
to understand how forming strategic alliances with other Internet activists can really 
improve the quality of work we do locally. The relationships built with these people are 
valuable and I am excited at the possibilities of what we could achieve moving forward.

 IVORY COAST

I B R A H I M  C I S S E
MALE, 27 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BOUAKÉ, IVORY COAST 
(AFRICA)

 I participate in Internet governance by training human 
rights activists, women, minority and marginalized groups in 
digital security basics to help protect them and their freedom 
of expression.
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Z O H  A U B I N
MALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + ABIDJAN, IVORY COAST 
(AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS, IOT IMPACT

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY IVORY COAST CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATO-
RY (YOUTH SIG), IOT SIG

 Through this program, I have been able to meet young leaders from around the 
world who are very committed to Internet governance issues. With some fellows of the 
Internet Society program, we launched a global awareness and educational campaign 
aimed at the youth on the privacy and security of the Internet of Things. Personally, I think 
that fellowship programs are really important for allowing us a better understanding of the 
Internet ecosystem, as well as to meet great people involved with the same subject around 
the world. Also, these programs allow us to collaborate with some fellows on high-impact 
projects for our communities, in addition to developing our skills to get the chance to work 
in organizations with Internet-related activities.
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 KENYA

N A N C Y  W A C H I R A
FEMALE, 27 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + NAIROBI, KENYA

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY KENYA CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 My participation in this fellowship was very informative and I got to understand 
that the IGF meeting entails advocating for an open, transparent and inclusive approach 
to Internet governance based on the principle of openness and encompassing freedom 
of expression, respect for privacy, universal access and technical interoperability. I have 
gained the confidence to speak and ask IGF related questions as a young person during 
the different sessions I attended. In addition to this, networking moments opened new 
opportunities for me. 

V A L L A R I E  Y I E G A
FEMALE, 22 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + NAIROBI, KENYA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY KENYA CHAPTER

 I am engaged in digital literacy advocacy on campus as well as on issues of access 
and inclusion when it comes to Internet governance. During the fellowship program, I got 
the opportunity to talk about how the digital economy can be used for poverty alleviation 
in Africa. I also interacted with numerous like-minded individuals from across the 
region in the program. What surprised me during the program was the multistakeholder 
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approach, as well as the many meetings running concurrently with people having 
diverse interests. Fellowships that are opened up to youth are very important as they 
provide three key elements: education, exposure and experience. First, you learn more 
about Internet governance issues while building a strong application and explaining the 
work you are already involved in at your community level. Second, it exposes you to the 
Internet community both globally and across the region, through which you understand 
the emerging issues and which solutions can be provided. Lastly, it gives you the much-
needed experience to walk this path as a youth advocate. 

 MALAWI

E X I L E  N J O K A
MALE, 28 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + BLANTYRE, MALAWI 
(AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: CYBER FLAMES

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY 

(YOUTH SIG) 

 Under my organization, we have a project that is aimed at training various 
information and communication technologies’ professionals on issues of online privacy. 
We produce the Internet survival guide to help combat daily Internet and cyber threats as 
well as privacy issues.
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  NAMIBIA

J O S A P H AT  TJ I H O
MALE, 29 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + WINDHOEK, NAMIBIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: NAMIBIA ICT SUMMIT, NAMIBIA INTERNET GOVERNANCE 
FORUM

 + FORMER FELLOW OF FORUM ON INTERNET FREEDOM IN AFRICA (2018) 

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY NAMIBIA CHAPTER

 Being around different key players on Internet issues both from the Eastern and 
Southern parts of Africa was mind-blowing. What surprised me was the way the Internet 
intertwines with all other industries and our daily lives, as well as how all industry players 
need to work together on Internet issues as all Internet issues cannot be solved by one 
key player. I strongly believe that these programs create space for young people to sit at 
the table with key industry players to share their views and opinions, learn more and be 
more equipped to be the future leaders in this field. With that, I strongly consider these 
programs as very important in shaping the young people as well as equipping them.

  NIGERIA

D A M O L A  M O R E N I K E J I
MALE, 26 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + LAGOS, NIGERIA 
(AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: THE ROOTHUB

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY NIGERIA CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 I am currently working on a project which aims to provide digital skills for over 
10,000 disadvantaged young people living in rural areas, training them for future jobs.
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E S E O H E  O J O
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LAGOS, NIGERIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: THE DIGITAL TATTOO PROJECT

 The Digital Tattoo Project works on digital literacy for students and youth by 
creating resources, conducting workshops, creating case studies to help them think 
through their digital activities and make informed decisions. I am also currently involved 
in a research project with other African colleagues working on Internet policy. I have also 
worked with NGOs on digital rights policy and advocacy.

F O L A S H A D E  B R A I M O H
FEMALE, 29 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LAGOS, NIGERIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: NIGERIA COMPUTER SOCIETY

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY NIGERIA CHAPTER, WOMEN SIG, YOUTH 
OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 In the course of my work, I have developed content, facilitated and worked with 
quite a number of educational and technology organizations. This IGF Youth Ambassadors 
Program opened me further to digital literacy and Internet governance on a wider scale. 
I grew my network of professionals in the Internet development field and I became more 
informed about the Internet and gathered knowledge about how to be more involved in 
Internet discussions and activities.
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M O R I A M  O M O W U N M I  
S U L A I M O N
FEMALE, 20 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + LAGOS, NIGERIA (AFRICA)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INTERNET SOCIETY NIGERIA CHAPTER

 ICANN was the first Internet governance event I participated as a fellow. I 
attended many sessions with my co-fellows and got to learn new things pertaining to the 
Internet and its governance. I was surprised at the hundreds of people in attendance, and 
what was being discussed. Prior to my participation in this event, I only knew of a few 
issues in the Internet governance space but this event opened my eyes to different issues 
that exist. I believe we need to continue to have a stable and secure Internet in the future. 
However, as digital natives and contributors to a large percentage of data traffic on the 
Internet, we are underrepresented. The importance of these youth fellowships is to drive 
youth inclusion and participation, as well as to prepare us for the future challenge of 
policy making. They enable us to contribute to the global voices in Internet governance, to 
meet experts who are already active and willing to guide us through the process, as well 
as to actively contribute to the continuing stability and security of the Internet.

M A R Y  J O B
FEMALE, 33 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + LAGOS, NIGERIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: HOW DO YOU TECH@UWANI HUB

 + FORMER FELLOW OF NIGERIAN SCHOOL ON INTERNET GOVERNANCE (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY NIGERIA CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG), WOMEN SIG 

 I learned so much about policy-writing, policymaking and its implementation from 
so many facilitators both in government and business. It was an intensive course and I had 
no idea that I could learn that much within the time frame. The real impact of fellowships 
is knowing how policies are made and implemented in my country and knowing that I 
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could also make a change regardless of my tribe or background. I work in an organization 
already and we are looking at how to pass the knowledge gotten from the fellowship 
program down to the grassroots spaces we are part of. Right now, we are working on 
equipping young people with digital, entrepreneurial and coding skills.

U F F A  M O D E Y
FEMALE, 25 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + LAGOS, NIGERIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2017)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY NIGERIA CHAPTER

 The first time I came across the term Internet governance was when I was 
selected as an Internet Society Youth@IGF fellow. After going over the moderated 
Introduction to Internet Governance online course which was part of the program 
activities, I was made aware of the back-end work that goes into ensuring that the 
network works as it should be and into shaping our digital future. This was the first time 
I had attended an international meeting of this scale. It was a bit overwhelming at first 
but through support from other fellows and the program moderator, I was able to find my 
feet and participate in the conference. Sharing my comments during the sessions was 
initially scary as well, but I was delighted to learn about how much encouragement is given 
to young people to contribute to discussions during the Internet Governance Forum. After 
that, I gained a lot of experience and insight into the Internet ecosystem as a whole and 
into core issues for my community. I was more confident to talk about these issues and, 
more importantly, I was now familiar with the relevant organizations and individuals in 
Nigeria who are responsible for addressing Internet issues in the country.
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 TANZANIA

L O U I S  L L O Y D
MALE, 25 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + ARUSHA, TANZANIA 
(AFRICA)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ARUSHA SCHOOL OF INTERNET GOVERNANCE

 I gained a lot of knowledge during the fellowship I participated and learned 
that many opportunities in the digital space exist. I learned how to improve my Internet 
literacy in terms of safety and security, gender involvement and increasing the number of 
women participating in Internet activities and technology literacy. I am now sharing the 
knowledge gained with workmates and my community.

R E B E C C A  R YA K I T I M B O
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + ARUSHA, TANZANIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: ARUSHA WOMEN SCHOOL OF INTERNET GOVERNANCE, TAN-
ZANIA INTERNET GOVERNANCE FORUM

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2017), GOOGLE POLICY 
FELLOWSHIP (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY TANZANIA CHAPTER, WOMEN SIG

 I am currently working with digital rights issues around east Africa, doing 
capacity-building, awareness-raising, policy review and research. I can say fellowships 
are a bridge to building connections and identifying our areas of interest in the Internet 
governance ecosystem. They also help to build a generation of leaders that understand 
the ecosystem and are creating ripple effects in their respective communities. Through 
fellowships, I have learned about the key institutions engaged in Internet governance and 
the multistakeholder approach became more apparent to me.
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  TOGO
A F I  E D O H
FEMALE, 30 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + LOMÉ, TOGO (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: WEST AFRICA YOUTH IGF, AFRICA YOUTH IGF

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY TOGO CHAPTER

 I am currently working to help other young people to establish a national IGF in 
their respective countries.

 UGANDA

J O S E P H  R U G A S I R A
MALE, 22 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + KAMPALA, UGANDA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: TRIDENT OF YOUTH ENGAGEMENT, UGANDA YOUTH IGF

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY UGANDA CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 I am an activist aiming at increasing youth participation and engagement in 
Internet governance. As an activist, I am advocating for Internet governance to be 
allowed as a required subject in primary school so as to equip all young people with 
knowledge about it. Most young people do not have the money to fund themselves to 
attend the different events happening in the Internet ecosystem today. Having this 
in mind, fellowships can play an important role in facilitating youth participation and 
engagement in Internet governance. These kinds of fellowships also help to equip youth 
with knowledge about the main issues discussed in these spaces and, more importantly, 
since organizations carrying out these fellowship programs may not be able to reach 
every corner of the world, the former fellows have an important role disseminating their 
knowledge locally.
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N O R M A N  A N G E L  A G O N G
MALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + KAMPALA, UGANDA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 Attending and contributing to different sessions at the IGF was life-changing as I 
gained knowledge on how youth can use the Internet to contribute to national 
development, on the Internet of Things security, on emerging technologies like Artificial 
Intelligence, on policy development, among other topics. The Youth@IGF Fellowship 
program was one of the most special moments in my life and the memories and 
experience will forever live long in my mind. After the IGF, my colleagues and I founded the 
Global Repository for Internet Studies, a youth-led initiative that focuses on Internet 
health and youth participation.

R U T H  AT I M
FEMALE, 31 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + KAMPALA, UGANDA 

(AFRICA)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY UGANDA CHAPTER

 I am an activist and my involvement with Internet 
governance is around ensuring that young people use the Internet safely. I am currently 
working on a digital safety awareness campaign for women’s rights defenders and female 
journalists.
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 ZAMBIA

E R N E S T  M A F U TA
MALE, 26 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + LUSAKA, ZAMBIA 
(AFRICA)

 I am working on the formulation of cybersecurity 
standards.

E S T H E R  M E M W A
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LUSAKA, ZAMBIA (AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF MOZILLA OPEN LEADERS (2018), INTERNET FREEDOM 
FESTIVAL COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM (2018) AND INTERNET 
SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2017)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG), WOMEN SIG

 When I first attended the Internet Governance Forum, the acronyms threw me 
off. I did not feel the place fitted in my work on gender equality and safety. However, with 
increased participation, it became clear that one’s freedom online reflects one’s freedom 
offline. After my fellowship, I had the opportunity to speak, moderate and even create 
content on digital literacy. As a Member of Internet Society Digital Grassroots, I work with 
young people to address Internet-related issues in their communities. Our focus is to 
train youth from underserved regions in digital literacy and community engagement and 
match them with experts in Internet governance for mentorship. One does not need to be 
an expert to start their journey in Internet governance, but the most important thing is 
bringing our context into this global picture of an open and inclusive Internet.
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5.1  REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES:  

AN INTERVIEW 
WITH  
JENNA FUNG
FEMALE, 22 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + HONG KONG (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

Could you tell us a little bit about your journey and your current 
work in Internet governance?

Back in 2017, I had the opportunity to join an Internet governance program 
that provides training and a fellowship to attend an international conference. 
Therefore, an inclusion program was the main reason for me to first get 
involved, as it is with most of the other young people in this community. 
Slowly, I got the opportunity to be more active in the ecosystem and now I am 
currently employed in the field in an Asian organization.

In addition to that, I am leading one of the projects of NetMission.Asia, an 
academy that aims to engage new young people and offer capacity building 
in our field. I invest my time and effort not only to help building up capacity 
for youth to participate in the Internet governance policymaking process 
and discourse but also to help them to build a network to sustain their 
engagement in this ecosystem. I do my best to open doors for youth and get 
them prepared for the future and that is a brief summary of my journey. 
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What does the agenda of youth inclusion in Internet governance 
look like in your region? 

Asia and the Pacific is a really diverse region, with many stakeholders 
that participate in these discussions. We have a regional Internet Governance 
Forum, which we call APrIG. It has existed for 10 years already and some of the 
topics covered include cybersecurity, regulation, connectivity, human rights, 
digital economy and multistakeholderism. 

Even though we have a very solid agenda in the region, there are always 
difficulties when it comes to youth inclusion in this ecosystem. Sometimes it 
is hard to engage people from different countries because it always depends 
on remote communication, so we need to put an extra effort to execute 
projects that we want to work on. 

Another issue that has always existed is the knowledge gap when it 
comes to participating in these discussions. Due to our usually recent 
experience, somehow I feel like our opinions are always labeled as “youth 
opinion” and not really equal-footed with the opinions of those who have been 
in this field for longer. And on this point, I always emphasize that, even though 
we are young and obviously we do not have 20 years of experience, we do 
have 20 years of living in the digital world with the influence of the Internet. 
We are digital natives and we are a very important part of this ecosystem. 

And, nonetheless, there will always be the financial aspect of it. 
Personally, I am lucky that I am employed by an organization and can secure 
my living and, at the same time, continue my Internet governance journey 
to advocate for youth and issues we are facing in my community. However, 
many of us are still struggling to find ways in which they can continue their 
engagement. I have heard countless times from colleagues that they did 
not know what would be their next steps after the end of their fellowship 
programs, because, at the end of the day, we will always need to make a living 
and it is really sad for me to see some of them leaving the Internet governance 
community because they could not find a job that has any relation to our field 
and had to go for another opportunity elsewhere. 
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What message would you like to transmit for the young people that 
are joining this ecosystem today?

To sustain the Internet governance ecosystem, youth participation is 
one of the essential drivers. I believe the passion and effort of the youth in 
the region can really create a synergy with the current work of our existing 
community members.

 So, never underestimate your ability or potential simply because you 
think you are too young for Internet governance. If you want to be part of this 
ecosystem, go for it, regardless of your background. No one is born an expert 
in anything and we have to put effort and learn along the way, so every step 
counts, whether it is a big one or a small one. Everyone started off their path 
differently, some of them started as an IGF Ambassador, some of them have 
got a few fellowships, but some of them may just have started off by joining 
a small working group. Embrace any opportunities that you are interested 
in being part of, you will find your way and your position in this ecosystem 
eventually.

INTERVIEWER: 
JULIANA NOVAES (BRAZIL)

INTERVIEWED: 
JENNA FUNG (HONG KONG)

TRANSCRIPTION: 
PIERRE STANLEY (HAITI)

EDITING: 
GUILHERME ALVES (BRAZIL) AND 

JULIANA NOVAES (BRAZIL)

PROOFREADING: 
TERESA PEROSA (BRAZIL)

Read her full testimonial on page 51
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5.2  ASIAN-PACIFIC 
YOUTH  IN  INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE

 AFGHANISTAN

M U J TA B A  ATA I E
MALE, 23 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + KABUL, AFGHANISTAN (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY AFGHANISTAN CHAPTER, CYBERSECURITY 
SIG, YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG), IOT SIG

 I am currently involved in many activities related to Internet governance in my 
country. For instance, I am one of the organizers of our national IGF and a mentor in our 
national School of Internet governance.
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 HONG KONG

J E N N A  F U N G
FEMALE, 22 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + HONG KONG (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: NETMISSION.ASIA

 Right now, I am working on a project called Internet Governance Academy which 
provides training to youth from Asia-Pacific, in order to build their capacity in 
participating in Internet governance discourse. We are also organizing the Hong Kong 
Youth IGF and the Asia-Pacific Youth IGF every year.

J I A N N E  S O R I A N O
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + HONG KONG (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH4IG

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2016) AND APRIGF 
FELLOWSHIP (2019)

 Fellowships are definitely a stepping stone. Young people need to start 
somewhere in the Internet governance field. I agree that mentorship programs that 
happen off-site are important, but the youth also need to actually be there, in the room, 
participating in dialogues to hone their skills as the Internet’s future leaders. Fellowship 
programs provide a platform for learning not only about Internet governance issues but 
even to learn about themselves, network, build connections and, hopefully, share their 
own initiatives addressing the gaps that they see.
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 INDIA

D E E P I K A  
A N S H U  B A R A
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + RANCHI, INDIA (ASIA AND PACIFIC)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INDIA CHAPTER

 As a research scholar, I am doing my study on the impact of digitization in rural 
communities. My objective is to analyze Internet penetration and digital knowledge among 
rural communities.

M I L I  S E M L A N I

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH4IG

 +

 The fellowships brought in new career opportunities and also helped me learn 
about new topics. I became a better speaker and paved the way for my long term goals. It 
is necessary to bring youth to these events to orient them.
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N I D H I  S I N G H
FEMALE, 25 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY+ NEW DELHI, INDIA (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY IGF YOUTH AMBASSADORS (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY WOMEN SIG, YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 I work primarily in the field of legal issues around Internet governance and content 
moderation .

P R A N E E T  K A U R
FEMALE, 25 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + HYDERABAD, 
INDIA (ASIA AND PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH IGF INDIA

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2017), INDIA SCHOOL OF 
INTERNET GOVERNANCE (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INDIA CHAPTER, RURAL DEVELOPMENT SIG

 Fellowships were indeed a huge learning experience. I got to learn about the 
work going on in my region and economy in Internet governance. Since then, I have 
been actively involved in related activities. The fellowships are important for providing 
an opportunity to folks from various backgrounds to come together as one and be the 
changemakers. It is highly important for participants from underdeveloped regions since 
it gives a chance to be able to attend the events in person.
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V I G N E S W A R A  I H I TA  
G A N G A V A R A P U
FEMALE, 23 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + NEW DELHI, INDIA 
(ASIA AND PACIFIC)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2016), INDIA SCHOOL OF INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE (2017), INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INDIA CHAPTER

 I am working as a researcher in the field of artificial intelligence and intelligent 
systems and I have been actively engaging myself in various Internet governance 
community discussions.

Fellowships helped me in creating a network of youth who can work together and be 
the next generation of Internet leaders. They strengthen the diversity, help in representing 
the underrepresented and provide them with the platform to attend meetings, meet 
various leaders globally to learn, interact, connect and engage with them to effectively 
contribute.

 INDONESIA

B H R E D I P TA  S O C A R A N A
MALE, 25 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + JAKARTA, INDONESIA (ASIA 
AND PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: INDONESIA YOUTH IGF

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2017) 

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INDONESIA CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG), CYBERSECURITY SIG

 Thanks to my participation in the fellowship, I am now exposed to a new world. It 
gave me an opportunity to speak in front of the fellow youth to let them know that their 
voice matters, their action is expected and they are important to Internet governance 
development! 
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S H E R Y H A N  A M I E R
FEMALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BEKASI, INDONESIA (ASIA 
AND PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: INTERNET DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

 My work in my organization is to hold public discussions about our study regarding 
government policy on Internet governance and how it affects society.

S V A R A D I V A  A N U R D E A  D E V I
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + JAKARTA, INDONESIA (ASIA 
AND PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: INTERNET DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

 + FORMER FELLOW OF APNIC (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG), WOMEN SIG

 One of my organization’s goals is to foster youth leaders that have a strong 
interest and care for a better future in Internet governance in the context of Indonesia. We 
are actively doing research about Internet trends in Indonesia, mainly about how it affects 
people and what can we do about it. Having this in mind, it is important to meet other 
youth fellows through those programs, so we know that we are not working alone in this 
world. And also to discuss things that happened locally or globally, and find out solutions 
for the difficulties we face nationally and regionally.
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 JAPAN

K O R R Y  L U K E
MALE, 22 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + YOKOHAMA, JAPAN (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH 4IG

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2018), APIGA (2019), INTERNET SOCI-
ETY IGF YOUTH AMBASSADORS (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY JAPAN CHAPTER

 Because of these fellowship opportunities, I have developed a lot more confidence 
with regards to discussing and sharing my ideas. I have gotten better connected with 
other Internet governance groups and experts around my region and have been able to use 
my experiences to contribute to some of the course materials in use at my university.

 NEPAL

B I B E K  S I L W A L
MALE, 23 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + POKHARA, NEPAL (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH IGF NEPAL 

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY NEPAL CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG), RURAL DEVELOPMENT SIG

 I am actively participating in Internet governance 
discussions and Internet governance platforms as a civil society stakeholder and 
representative of youth.
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 PAKISTAN

A B D U L L A H  Q A M A R
MALE, 28 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + RAWALPINDI, PAKISTAN (ASIA AND 
PACIFIC)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY PAKISTAN CHAPTER AND YOUTH OBSERVA-
TORY (YOUTH SIG)

 My passion is to overcome the digital divide in collaboration with learning 
platforms to produce training and learning content in native languages.

M U H A M M A D  TA H I R  
Q A S E E M
MALE, 29 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + ISLAMABAD, 
PAKISTAN (ASIA AND PACIFIC)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2019)

 + MEMBER OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 These fellowship programs are very important for upbringing youth and letting 
them express their intellectual ideas freely to serve humanity afterwards. I have learned 
a good quality material about Internet governance, about all the actors, stakeholders and 
governing bodies and how we can voice our ideas for the improvement of the Internet, 
always having in mind that the “Internet is for all.
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 PHIL IPPINES

D A N I E L  D A S I G  
J U N I O R
MALE, 33 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + MANDALUYONG CITY, PHILIPPINES 
(ASIA AND PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: IGF PHILIPPINES 

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY PHILIPPINES CHAPTER

 My goal is to promote research and innovation in the Internet of Things and 
security.

 SOUTH KOREA

Y E S E U L  K I M
FEMALE, 20 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA (ASIA 
AND PACIFIC)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY CYBERSECURITY SIG

 Fellowship programs give power to the youth so that they can further lead 
discussions about Internet governance and make them gain more confidence, as well as 
professional knowledge and build a network.
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J A E W O N  S O N
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + INTERNATIONAL MULTILATERAL 
ORGANIZATION + SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA (ASIA AND PACIFIC)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH4IG

 + FORMER FELLOW OF APRIGF FELLOWSHIP (2019), APNIC FELLOWSHIP (2019), 
ICANN NEXTGEN (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY RURAL DEVELOPMENT SIG, COMMUNITY 
NETWORKS SIG, YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 My experience in the field of Internet governance not only helped me to understand 
the importance of having a multi-stakeholder approach but also made it possible for me 
to have the skills to connect what I have experienced in the other sectors with my previous 
studies. As I have been researching access to water, sanitation, and hygiene facilities in 
developing countries during grad school, I could have easily understood the importance 
of equal access to infrastructure including access to the Internet. Access to the Internet 
and water, sanitation and hygiene facilities are essential in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) which was actually the theoretical framework for my thesis. 
My Internet governance experiences have not only helped me to connect the dots in my 
research but also in my professional career.

 TAIWAN

Y U  H S U A N  H U A N G
MALE, 20 YEARS OLD + GOVERNMENT + TAIWAN CITY, TAIWAN (ASIA 
AND PACIFIC)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY TAIWAN CHAPTER, CYBERSECURITY SIG, 
INTERNET OF THINGS SIG

 The importance of this fellowship program is to enable youth interested in Internet 
governance to learn initial knowledge and share it with their colleagues from different 
countries and organizations.
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6.1  REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES:  AN 

INTERVIEW 
WITH MICHAEL 
J. OGHIA
MALE, 31 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BELGRADE, SERBIA 
(EUROPE)

How did you first get involved with Internet governance and which 
youth-related organizations are you involved with?

In 2015 I was living in Istanbul, Turkey, and working for a newspaper, and 
I was not very happy with what I was doing, specifically with the editorial 
policy of the paper. So I really started thinking, I really do not want to do this 
for the rest of my life. What should I be doing? Well, I connected with the 
Internet Society all the way back in 2010, when I was a graduate student in 
Lebanon. Actually, my first event was the launch of the ISOC Lebanon chapter 
that year, and that was when I became a member and I kind of kept in touch 
through their mailing lists. And in 2015 there was a node in Istanbul for the 
intercommunity event, I think it was the first intercommunity. I thought I left 
work that day or that morning, and I went, and I met Jaron Uno, who was, of 
course, working now with the ISOC European Bureau, and she said, “you have 
to apply to be an ISOC ambassador to the IGF”, and well, I heard about the 
IGF before, I thought this is so exciting and because Jaron had encouraged 
me to apply, I applied, and I poured my heart into this application. And I could 
not believe it when I got the email in August of 2015, saying “congratulations 
you have been accepted”. That opportunity by itself really propelled me into 
everything that I am currently doing so, I know it is really early in the interview, 
but I just have to say that I really own so much of my current success to a 
group of people sitting in ISOC that saw potential in me.
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I am currently the Advocacy and Engagement Manager for the Global 
Forum for Media Development and although my organization is mostly 
focusing on journalism support and development, I actually began working 
with them largely in part because they recognize so many gaps that 
exist between the digital policymaking and the lack of journalism news 
media perspective. We are actually working very hard now to focus on 
how to better sustain quality journalism as a way to really strengthen the 
information ecosystem. Oftentimes we are focusing on the malicious 
side of the information ecosystem like hate speech, misinformation, 
disinformation. It is also about just making sure that people have access 
to good news in the sense of high-quality news. There are a lot of people 
living in what are called news deserts, where they do not actually get high-
quality news. They do not have any local official news source, they have 
either closed or been bought up and then shut down or maybe they can only 
rely on Twitter feeds or bloggers, but they do not actually have access to a 
professional news outlet.

The funny thing is I do not really consider myself that young anymore, 
I’m 31, but I am still part of the Youth Coalition for Internet Governance 
and I actually served as the interim steering committee member for about 
two years. And aside from that initiative I have been involved in multiple 
youth events and with the Council of Europe. I do a lot of work with the 
Young Greens of Europe on trying to train them in ICT sustainability, policy 
and privacy cybersecurity. Youth give me so much optimism and so much 
energy, I need to thank them very much.

Can you tell us a bit about the Internet governance scenario in 
Europe?

That depends on what you are defining as Europe. If we are talking about 
the European Union (EU), access to information and to the Internet is not a 
massive issue, it is a specific issue, for example, of older individuals. Within 
EU access is fairly ubiquitous, but there is, of course, quite a few community 
networks operating and trying to present decentralized alternatives to major 
telecom companies. Within EU the Internet governance is mainly about how 
regulation is shaping the Internet, so the right to be forgotten, the General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and competition policy are impacting 
the ecosystem. Within the wider context of Europe, which could include 
Turkey, and which includes Southeast Europe, Western Balkans, Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus, there are many larger issues that relate to access. There 
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is a lot of content blocking, surveillance of individuals, specifically activists 
and journalists, and a lot of these countries exist within an autocratic state. 
In Turkey, for example, Wikipedia is still blocked, and there are multiple 
major websites that are blocked, only because they carry information that 
is contrary to the narrative of the dominant political party. There are other 
issues, gender for instance: just like any places general harassment online 
here in Europe is very much an issue.

European civil society both within the EU and outside of it is quite 
robust. However, that does not mean that they are always effective, that 
the government is always going to listen and of course that really changes 
depending on the context of the individual country and individual government. 

When it comes to the private sector, that really depends on the company. 
Some have been incredibly supportive of Internet governance, others have 
been less involved, but regardless, oftentimes, I find that when it comes to 
dealing with this question, it really depends on what is the individual issue. 
When it comes to privacy, let’s say private platforms might be public enemy 
number one, but it is really a very complex system, very nuanced. I would 
say that when it comes to larger discussions, obviously how platforms are 
influencing, via lobbying, the European Commission, the European parliament 
is really something to keep an eye on.

What do you think are some of the difficulties faced by youth and 
what is their role in the Internet governance ecosystem?

That one is very easy to answer. It is obviously funding, but also having 
an organizational infrastructure or structures to help coordinate. Another 
big problem is tokenization, especially from established organizations 
or individuals that just think that youth voices are cute or they are fun to 
include but they do not matter. So there is a lot of patronizing from older 
individuals and that is very frustrating. In addition to those, there is just 
really a lack of support for youth. Often times young people might have good 
ideas, but they are not necessarily sure how to break into this. We need a 
lot of more direct communication about Internet governance and Internet 
policy. It is not just a bunch of old white guys in suits getting together and 
talking about the things, it is really robust, diverse and inclusive.

Elevating youth voices is making sure that policymakers know that the 
policies that they are creating, all the regulations, the laws or whatever, 
impact young people since they are one of the primary users of information 
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and communication technologies. Youth voices are absolutely necessary to 
shaping robust, inclusive and really a sustainable policy, that is something 
to bear in mind. They should be able to be contributing their voice to how 
society shapes technology, because technology shapes youth, and youth 
are chronically one of the most underrepresented voices in this discussion.

 Depending on your region, simply do a search for a local IGF, email 
the organizer, see how you can get involved. I am certain that most of the 
organizers will be very happy to know that young people are interested in 
taking part, organizing or co-organizing a session, understanding that they 
do not have to be policy professionals in order to take part in this. Also, I 
would recommend joining the Youth Coalition of Internet Governance, since 
we work hard to be a hub for young people in the ecosystem or the Youth 
Observatory.
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6.2  EUROPEAN YOUTH  
IN  INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE

 GERMANY

E L I S A B E T H  S C H A U E R M A N N
FEMALE, 27 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + BERLIN, GERMANY 
(EUROPE)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH IGF SUMMIT

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2016), INTERNET SOCI-
ETY IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2017)

 The combination of being involved in several programs and, by doing so, building 
expertise and a network, definitely had an immense impact on my career and my 
academic interests. As of now, I am employed in an organization based in Berlin which has 
a focus on Internet governance and is now involved in different activities surrounding the 
IGF 2019. I attribute this opportunity to my consistent and sustainable involvement which 
was definitely helped by the fellowship opportunities. These fellowship programs are in 
many cases one of the very few opportunities for youth to be funded to participate in 
Internet governance events although they are an important stakeholder.
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 RUSSIA
S E R G E Y  P A N O V
MALE, 31 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + TOMSK, RUSSIA (EUROPE)

 + ORGANIZATION: STUDENT CLUB OF NETWORK AND SYSTEM ADMINISTRATION 

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM 
(2017), ICANN FELLOWSHIP (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY RUSSIA CHAPTER

 In my organization, I do research in networking for 
education and inclusion.

 SERBIA
M I C H A E L  J .  O G H I A
MALE, 31 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BELGRADE, SERBIA (EUROPE)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH COALITION ON INTERNET GOVERNANCE (YCIG) 

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN FELLOWSHIP (2017), INTERNET SOCIETY IGF 
AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2015)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY SERBIA CHAPTER

 There was so much energy! My first IGF was a rush. For the first time in a long time, 
I felt my voice was heard, my opinion mattered. I received so much encouragement and 
support and truly felt like I belonged in this community. I still feel much of that today, and 
while the Internet governance landscape continues to change quickly, I am grateful for the 
support I received then and continue to receive now. I attribute much of my current career 
success to the fact that I was selected as an ISOC Ambassador to IGF 2015 in João Pessoa. 
Not only was this the first multistakeholder Internet governance event I attended, but it 
is where I became captivated by the Internet governance community. I cannot emphasize 
enough the importance of this decision: had ISOC not supported me – an unknown 
applicant among hundreds – I simply would not be where I am today. This opportunity 
introduced me to how multistakeholder Internet governance happens and helped me 
develop an incredibly supportive and robust network of young professionals and industry 
experts on which I still rely on to this day.



7.  LATIN
AMERICA
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7.1  REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES:  AN 

INTERVIEW 
WITH VERONICA 
ARROYO
FEMALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LIMA, PERU (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

What does the Internet governance agenda look like in Latin 
America?

There is a lot of inequality regarding Internet access in Latin America. 
Some countries like Costa Rica have quite a good level of access and 
broadband penetration, but other ones like Honduras still face many 
difficulties and try to find support to improve their situation using community 
networks, for example. According to statistics, only about 50% of the 
population in the region is connected.

There are also issues with mobile connection, such as the level of quality 
of this access and zero-rating, which influence the user experience a lot. 

Another problem we face in the region is that a lot of people still think the 
Internet is all about social media. We need to spread awareness about data 
literacy because the Internet is not only a bunch of cables and we are still not 
paying enough attention to the importance of Connectivity is always on our 
agenda and the 5G technology is currently trending. We are educating people 
about those things. 

We are also starting to have panels about artificial intelligence, which is 
great to encourage the discussion. In the last regional Internet Governance 
Forum, I have also attended a panel on digital economy, a huge issue here in 
Latin America because our region is an avid consumer of technologies, but 
we need to also become a developer of those technologies. 
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When it comes to Internet governance events, the decrease in the 
participation of governments directly affects the quality of our regional 
policies , since governments are the real decision-makers when it comes to 
State level, so I would say that including them again in the ecosystem should 
be one of our main priorities right now.

How did you first get involved with Internet Governance? Tell us a 
bit about your story.

My journey started in 2015 when I had the chance to participate in some 
events hosted by a local organization here in Peru called Hiperderecho. 
After that, the first national Internet governance Forum in Peru took place in 
Lima, the same year in which Youth Observatory launched the first fellowship 
program for the Latin American and Caribbean regional Internet Governance 
Forum which happened in Costa Rica. I decided to apply, even though I did 
not really know much about the program and I can say the event in Costa Rica 
changed my life. 

I realized that Internet governance was a field in which I could find all the 
things that interested me at the same time: regulation, politics and social 
issues altogether. This raised my curiosity and I took many decisions to get 
more involved. I finally joined the Youth Observatory in 2016 and then decided 
to study Portuguese, because Brazil has a great influence in the ecosystem 
and it was an obstacle for me the fact that I did not speak the language.
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How do you evaluate the role of the Youth Observatory in the 
Internet governance ecosystem today?

Well, there are a lot of positive results. I think the most important thing 
is that we help the youth to be heard during international events. We receive 
a lot of support to send fellows to many Internet governance events and I 
believe that the Youth Observatory offers an opportunity for young people to 
keep contributing to the ecosystem.

We have noticed that young people in Latin America are very involved 
in Internet governance when compared to other regions. We can see a new 
generation growing and I think the Youth Observatory has a role in all of 
that, which is only possible through the support we have always received 
from different organizations during all this time. A lot of people from the 
Observatory are now leading new groups, projects and actually building a 
career in the field. 

In 2015, for example, we launched the Declaration of Youth Engagement 
in Internet Governance, and we are going to publish a new version soon. In 
2016, we wrote the Declaration of Young Women in Latin America and their 
Relationship with Technology and Internet, which contributed to the creation 
of the Women Special Interest Group (Women SIG).

The inclusion of young people in panels and groups has also been part of 
our priorities, besides the organization of regional and national Youth IGFs, 
like the ones in Argentina, Bolivia and Uruguay.

We are evolving since we have become an international organization and 
each region that is part of our project has its own special thing. The Latin 
American group, for example, is very connected and we are always helping 
each other and offering each other opportunities.

Right now, we are facing a transition. We started working on the idea of 
transforming the Observatory in an international organization in 2018 and now 
in 2019 we totally focusing our efforts on including other regions. A challenge 
we have now is to find out how to keep new members involved and develop a 
collaborative network. At the end of the year, we will celebrate elections and I 
hope the candidates will understand the importance of what I am saying. 

I am convinced about the role that youth should play in the field, especially 
in Latin America. I think the moment in which we need to ask for spaces in 
other people’s workshops and panels has ended. It is time for us to have our 
own agenda built according to our skills and what we can offer. That is the 
reality. There is a bunch of people over there creating and developing their own 
projects without waiting for the acceptance of the traditional system.
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What do you think would be interesting policies that help include 
youth in this ecosystem?

Well, in order to think about policies, we need to think about challenges. 
Education is certainly one of them: in my region, we face the reality that 
only a few universities include these issues in their programs. And if you do 
not know that something exists, how do you ever get interested in it? Then, 
we have to mention funding: not everybody has the chance to travel or to 
leave their job for a few days to volunteer for the ecosystem. 

We have to think about how to reach people that this ecosystem does 
not usually target. New fellows should be included in every event. We have 
to keep track of the old ones, obviously, but also give new opportunities to 
those who are still not involved, because you never know if someone new 
could become a point of contact or a new colleague. 

We have to recognize that the young people getting involved in the 
ecosystem are usually students or have recently graduated and are looking 
for jobs. They need opportunities or they will go for them in other areas. A 
good policy, in this case, could be the creation of internship programs, for 
example, since the growth of the ecosystem is directly proportional to a 
policy of recruiting new people. 

That is also one of the main aims of this book, actually, to create a 
chain reaction. To tell the world about successful cases of young people 
that were offered opportunities to enter the ecosystem and are now 
generating impact, so that we can hopefully encourage more organizations 
to support the entry of youth in our field.

INTERVIEWER: 
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 VERONICA ARROYO (PERU)

TRANSCRIPTION AND TRANSLATION: 
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7.2  LATIN AMERICAN 
YOUTH  IN  INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE

 ARGENTINA

A N T O N E L L A  M A I A  P E R I N I
FEMALE, 29 YEARS OLD +CIVIL SOCIETY + BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA 

(LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH IGF ARGENTINA

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN FELLOWSHIP (2016), YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
YOUTHLACIGF (2016)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 My first experience as a fellow was in 2016 and it was not only my first time 
approaching the topics on the Internet ecosystem but also where I met people from 
different fields and sectors, with similar interests and working throughout the region. It 
was an opportunity to weave networks with other young people and learn about initiatives, 
events and debates on Internet governance. Later on, during other events, I was surprised 
by the drive and passion of young people, as well as the common goal of generating 
strategies to occupy roles as speakers and decision-makers in the different spaces of 
Internet governance. Thanks to the fellowships, I met the Youth Observatory and joined 
the group. I could also apply to virtual courses, attend training sessions and publish an 
article in a book. I also consider that these experiences allowed me to be accepted in 
a master’s degree program in Internet Social Sciences. I believe that those initiatives 
encourage concrete exchanges of opportunities to train, attend meetings, and generate 
bonds of trust and belonging, which facilitate the process. On the other hand, the support 
and mentoring that are generally given in these projects allow for better assimilation 
of the knowledge and personalization of the participants’ experiences according to the 
interests of each one.
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E I L E E N  B E R E N I C E  C E J A S
FEMALE, 29 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA 

(LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY IGF YOUTH AMBASSADORS (2019) 

 Professionally, I am enrolled in two post-degree updating courses: on Gender 
and Law; and also on Cybercrime and Law. As a digital activist, I encourage tech-related 
initiatives run by women and programs focused on digital inclusion and prevention of 
gender-based violence online and offline. Recently, I took part in the Creating Networks 
Project Competition, organized by Youth Observatory, with the Project WeAre, on women 
and LGBT inclusion in Internet governance.

J O S E F I N A  N O C E T T I
FEMALE, 22 YEARS OLD +CIVIL SOCIETY + COSQUÍN, ARGENTINA (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: MINKA - DERECHO Y TECNOLOGÍA

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY ARGENTINA CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG) AND INTERNET OF THINGS SIG

 Attending IGF 2018 gave me the opportunity to meet people very committed to 
generating projects together. Being part of the sessions of such an event made me ask 
myself a lot of questions and confirmed that it is necessary for us as young people to take 
the microphones and talk. We must not be afraid to go after our ideals. Being a fellow 
greatly influenced my academic and personal training. I say academic because thanks 
to the work done during the selection weeks I read a lot of theory, the level of dialogues 
and debates within the group was really enriching. I remember those early mornings when 
I smiled in front of my computer screen reading the enthusiasm and commitment of so 
many young people. I felt part of a community and understood, confirming in this way 
that we are many who, from our humble places, are building a better world. I believe that 
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programs like these are important because they increase the social sectors included in 
Internet governance and the selection is not subject to questions of money, geographical 
location, gender, age or any other category. Providing the possibility for young people 
to participate actively is to open the doors so that new people can identify and propose 
issues to improve, transferring concerns not previously raised or insisting on those 
that, for some reason, were set aside. Another advantage is the promotion of cultural 
exchange, which continues to expand after the events and the promotion of respect and 
acceptance of cultural diversity.

R AY S A  A L A N E S
FEMALE, 23 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + BUENOS AIRES, 
ARGENTINA (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: LAS DE SISTEMAS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY ARGENTINA CHAPTER

 As an activist for gender equality, I mainly carry out cyberactivist actions in 
different social networks, informing about the work and achievements of women in 
the technological field and breaking down stereotypes. I also share feminist initiatives 
or campaigns, denouncing sexist behaviors online. As a defender of human rights in 
all contexts, I promote digital self-defense and share resources mainly with activist 
journalists to face the violence and censorship they suffer in many cases. I also 
collaborate with some organizations so that through communication on digital platforms 
they can inhabit the Internet space and share their actions from an inclusive and 
feminist perspective. Giving space to more and more young people as protagonists of 
the debates and decisions in Internet governance is fundamental for the development 
and sustainability of the community itself. Youth always bring innovative proposals, 
questioning systems that are not having positive results for society. That is why I believe 
that their active participation with all stakeholders is very necessary. At the same time, 
I think that fellowships are important to ensure the diversity of voices, perspectives and, 
mainly, experiences, which can be shared in order to replicate initiatives that encourage 
the participation of people from other contexts who have not yet had the opportunity to 
be part of the collective construction of the Internet.
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 BOLIVIA

K AT I A  C H O Q U E H U A N C A
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LA PAZ, BOLIVIA (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: FORO DE AUTONOMÍAS Y PODER LOCAL

 + FORMER FELLOW OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY COMMUNITY NETWORKS SIG

 Since my participation in YouthLACIGF 2018, my professional career has focused 
on the development of public management projects, which subsequently allowed me to 
have the opportunity to participate in a course on Internet governance. It is essential for 
young women to acquire and develop different capacities day after day and the fact that 
we are given the space and the opportunity to participate in these programs is an answer 
to how we want the Internet to be built for all.
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 BRAZIL

A N A  C A R O L I N A  R O D R I G U E S 
D I A S  S I LV E I R A
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD +ACADEMIA + SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: LEGAL HACKERS, GLOBAL SHAPERS (WEF) COMMUNITY

 + FORMER FELLOW OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2018), INTERNET 
SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018) AND MOZILLA OPEN LEADERS PROGRAM (2018)

 + MEMBER OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND BRAZIL CHAPTER

 As a fellow, I was able to interact with other young people involved with Internet 
governance, especially from Brazil and Latin America, which made it possible for me to 
establish strong connections with young colleagues who have interests, motivations and 
dreams very similar to mine. Several opportunities have emerged from those experiences, 
such as fellowships, articles published, project development jobs and participation in 
events. I am currently working at an Innovation Research Center and this background has 
been essential for this opportunity to rise.

A N D R É  L U C A S  F E R N A N D E S
MALE, 29 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + RECIFE, BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON LAW AND TECHNOLOGY OF 
RECIFE (IP.REC)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2015), CGI.BR 
YOUTH@FORUMBR (2016) AND WSIS YOUTH (2015)

 + MEMBER OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND BRAZIL CHAPTER

 My participation in IGF 2015 has made it possible for me to broaden my horizon 
in terms of taking part in governance discussions, either through other fellowships or 
by studying more the theme in various forums and courses. The activities in several 
events and fellowships involved training sessions and discussions with other young 
people and tutors and, subsequently, I was invited to attend events, speak at workshops, 
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moderate high-level sessions or organize documents and debates. Young people are a 
part of Internet governance but do not have economic power. Fellowship programs help 
them to be part of it and disrupt structures, proposing reflections as they broaden and 
deepen their formation. This way, they prepare themselves to take management roles of 
organizations in the future.

A R I A N E  F E R R E I R A  F E R R O
FEMALE, 25 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + PALMEIRA DOS ÍNDIOS, 
BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF SAFERNET BRAZIL - YOUTH SAFER INTERNET DAY (2019), 
CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2019), CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF AND YOUTH@FORUMBR 
(2018).

 + MEMBER OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND BRAZIL CHAPTER

 I was not selected for the first fellowship program I had applied for in 2017. But my 
life was already transformed by that opportunity. The academic and professional projects 
that arose from then on were many and the aspect of personal achievement and change 
was even more significant. It was through fellowship programs that I was selected after 
that first attempt that I had the opportunity to leave the northeast of Brazil, catch a 
plane, get to know other countries, be listened by people who play relevant roles in their 
fields of study and work. After attending the Brazilian School of Internet Governance I was 
able to work on the creation of a law and technology association in my state. Also, I had 
the opportunity to teach Digital Law in a university for a semester. That first fellowship 
definitely changed the history of the young girl from the backlands of Alagoas and also 
changed my region, because after receiving so much I had to give it back somehow.
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B A R B A R A  L O R E N A  
E  S I LV A  A LV E S
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + RECIFE, BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: CYBERPSYCHOLOGY LABORATORY OF THE CATHOLIC UNI-
VERSITY OF PERNAMBUCO (UNICAP)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2019)

 In addition to learning and improving my knowledge of Internet governance, 
participation as Youth in the Brazilian Internet Forum 2019 also added to my personal 
and professional growth. Working on team activities, interacting with young people from 
different areas of knowledge, sharing experiences and learning, all of these experiences 
were greatly relevant.

B R U N A  M A R T I N S  D O S 
S A N T O S
FEMALE, 29 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ISOC IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2017) AND ICANN 
FELLOWSHIP (2017).

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 In March 2017, as an ICANN Fellow, I ended up becoming a member of the Non-
Commercial Users Constituency, a group of which I am currently chair. The ICANN 
Fellowship allowed me to better understand the community and how to participate in 
it effectively. Stronger engagement with the ICANN community has also resulted in my 
election as co-coordinator of an international civil society caucus. These initiatives offer 
young people the opportunity to participate in events in an empowered manner, once they 
also provide mentoring. In my particular case, I would never have been able to participate 
more effectively in this field if I had not received the fellowships mentioned since 
participation is often considerably expensive for Latin American individuals.
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C I N D Y N E I A  R A M O S 
C A N TA N H Ê D E
FEMALE, 21 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + SÃO LUIS, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: PYLADIES

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2016), SAFER-
NET BRAZIL - YOUTH SAFER INTERNET DAY (2018, 2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 When I was 18, I participated in IGF 2016 in Guadalajara. It was a unique 
opportunity in my career since I did not know the political and social structuring of 
Internet governance and Brazil’s protagonism through its multistakeholder approach. 
After the IGF 2016, I continued to engage in Internet governance matters. I went to the 
Brazilian Internet Forum, was part of the Women’s Internet Governance campaign and 
was selected for CGI.br 2019’s School of Internet Governance. Also, I kept acting as an 
ambassador in an international cybersecurity annual campaign, as well as conducting 
academic study and extension projects on the topic. Today, I am an intern in a project 
dealing with LGBTQ and women in vulnerable situations. Fellowship initiatives are 
essential to create and empower leaders committed to ensuring, fostering and preserving 
the principles of Internet governance, as well as ensuring the rights of all individuals. 
Without these initiatives, I would not have had the opportunity to attend the events, nor 
find in Internet governance the possibility of dedicating my academic and professional 
career.

D I O G E N E S  L A E R T I U S
MALE, 25 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + RIBEIRÃO PRETO, BRAZIL 
(LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2015, 2016), 
CGI.BR YOUTH@FORUMBR (2017), CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2017)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 Not only in the academic terms but also in the personal and professional arenas, 
the Internet governance events and the related fellowships improved my ability to be part 
of discussions of several themes, going beyond my comfort zone. It also helped me to 
improve my fluency in other languages.
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E D U A R D O  D E  L I M A 
R O D R I G U E S
MALE, 23 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + BRASÍLIA, BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: CTPOL

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2019)

 I do research on the Brazilian General Data Protection Law, the Data Protection 
National Agency, the General Data Protection Act and information and communication 
technologies. I also work with digital communications and collective action, digital 
democracy and communication, digital intermediations, communication and politics.

É L I S S O N  D I O N E S  C A Z U M B Á 
C E R Q U E I R A  P I N T O
MALE, 24 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + SALVADOR, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2015, 2016), 
CGI.BR YOUTH@FORUMBR (2016), ISOC CHAPTERS LEADERS TO LACIGF 
(2016), LACNIC NATIONAL OR REGIONAL LEADERS TO LACIGF (2017), ICANN 
NEXTGEN (2017), CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF BRASIL (2017, 2018), GOOGLE POLICY 
FELLOWSHIP (2018), SAFERNET BRAZIL - YOUTH SAFER INTERNET DAY (2018, 
2019).

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 I was 20 years old when I was granted my first fellowship and I had never heard of 
Internet governance before. It surprised me to attend that big, international event with a 
lot of great global stakeholders out there in the same space and being able to meet and 
interact with people I probably would never have had the opportunity to meet otherwise. 
After my participation in the first Youth@IGF program, my life was totally changed in many 
areas — at the university, I switched my field of study to business to further my studies 
in people and project management; as a professional, I had the opportunity to work for 
national and international organizations. I have met wonderful people, made new friends, 
got to know other countries and cultures because of the fellowships I was selected for. 
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It was a total change in life and my perspective on the future. For me, initiatives that 
support youth participation in events and courses are of utmost importance in shaping 
future leaders. We need to prepare young people for the changes that are taking place 
and teach them how to anticipate them. These types of initiatives are, for me, the best 
current examples of successful programs in this direction. They need to be sustained 
and expanded because if younger people are able to grow like this, we will surely have 
a better future, more diverse and inclusive technology and people who are more aware 
of the potentials of technology and even of their own potential as agents of change and 
innovation.

E M Y L L E  V A R E L A  D A  S I LV A
FEMALE, 22 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + NATAL, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2015, 2016), 
CGI.BR YOUTH@FORUMBR (2016)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 I was just 18 years old when I was selected as one of the 73 young fellows for the 
IGF in João Pessoa, Brazil. In addition to the culture shock and intense absorption of 
knowledge, I felt that young people were occupying this space in a new way and renewing 
the debate. After attending that IGF, I was also selected for other fellowships that enabled 
me to learn, discuss and promote networking with Brazilian stakeholders. Since 2018, as 
a young ambassador in my city for an international cybersecurity annual campaign, I seek 
to make the Internet a more positive environment for children and young people, with 
actions in public schools and other institutions.
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G I O V A N A  P E R T U Z Z AT T I 
R O S S AT T O
FEMALE, 19 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + FREDERICO WESTPHALEN, 
BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 I was 18 years old and had one of the best experiences of my life as a young fellow 
at LACIGF 2019. I met amazing people motivated to contribute to the evolution of the 
Internet through several interesting projects and I was surprised by the commitment 
of the organization to promote a respectful and representative environment. This 
experience deeply encouraged me to stay committed to the Internet governance agenda, 
whether through university research or my professional practice and to engage in 
activities to strengthen youth participation in this area.

G I O V A N N A  M I C H E L AT O 
A L M A D A 
FEMALE, 25 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + CURITIBA, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF BRASIL (2017, 2018), SAFERNET 
BRAZIL - YOUTH SAFER INTERNET DAY (2018, 2019), AND INTERNET SOCIETY 
IGF YOUTH AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 It may seem cliche, but my first fellowship changed my life. Before my first IGF, 
I had researched some topics regarding Internet governance but did not even know 
the world I would get into. After the fellowship, I got engaged in it and got involved in 
projects such the Safer Internet Day. Also, I started pursuing my master’s degree in Law, 
researching privacy and data protection aligned with behavioral economics. Besides 
academics, with the program, I was able to meet people from all over the world. I have 
met not only young colleagues but also scholars and renowned professionals who are 
now connections who I may reach in the future. And I can see the difference that the 
programs made and are making and other people’s lives! People that I have met are 
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growing up academically and professionally, becoming experts in different areas of 
Internet governance. Without these fellows and programs, it would not be possible for me 
to say I am part of a network made of many young, empowered and bright people that are 
engaged in changing the Internet!

G U I L H E R M E  A LV E S
MALE, 27 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + CURITIBA, BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH@FORUMBR (2016), INTERNET SOCIETY/
CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2016), YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2017), CGI.
BR YOUTH@IGF BRASIL (2017), LACNIC NATIONAL OR REGIONAL LEADERS TO 
LACIGF (2019), SAFERNET BRAZIL - YOUTH SAFER INTERNET DAY (2018, 2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 My first fellowship, in 2016, was a life-changing experience because it deeply 
influenced my personal, professional and academic life. It helped me to expand my 
understanding of what the Internet is and to develop the critical view of its governance 
I hold today. Over the past years, I made friends and work connections that continue to 
this day and I had the chance to get to know different countries and cultures and different 
approaches and proposals to key social issues. I was also able to take part in a strong 
and active community in Brazil and Latin America, a community that opened many 
doors for me and that encouraged me to stay engaged in the ecosystem, mainly from the 
Youth Observatory, the organization I am part of the board today. Internet governance 
forums and debates helped to shape the research study I am working on today as a 
master’s degree candidate in Technology and Society: as a researcher, I seek to value 
all my experience from this community to do research in a critical, propositive way. As a 
journalist, the projects I have been part of have helped me to develop skills and realize 
that working on the social change of my country and region through public policy is my 
main responsibility. Fellowship programs allow new voices to arise and definitely help us 
to bring diversity and new perspectives to this ecosystem, even though there is still much 
work left to do. That is an everlasting challenge: beyond attending events, we need to look 
forward and think about how we can fund projects in a local-based approach. The future 
of the Internet is on the table and only if we improve democracy, social participation and 
critical debates we will be able to truly fight for it.
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G U S TA V O  D I Ó G E N E S  D E 
O L I V E I R A  P A I V A
MALE, 25 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + NATAL, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2018), CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) AND 
BRAZIL CHAPTER

 After my involvement in the CGI.br Youth Brazil, I have organized events on gigital 
law in my city and also contributed in the evaluation of workshops for the Brazilian 
Internet Forum.

G U S TA V O  S C H A I N B E R G 
S .  B A B O
MALE, 22 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + BELO HORIZONTE, BRAZIL 
(LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: DTI BR, GLOBAL SHAPERS, GNET

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018), CGI.BR YOUTH 
BRAZIL (2019)

 In 2018, I was granted a fellowship by Internet Society to attend IGF in Paris. It was 
amazing to effectively participate in everything I was studying and to contribute a little 
to the evolution of Internet governance. I seek to become more and more empowered and 
I want to become a leader in the Internet governance community. After that fellowship, I 
started new research studies and got a new job in the area, and, in 2019, I was granted a 
new fellowship to attend IGF in Berlin. These programs not only empower young people for 
the future of the world but also enable them to contribute as active, protagonist voices in 
the Internet governance community.
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I S A B E L L E  C R I S T I N E 
O L I V E I R A  R I B E I R O
FEMALE, 20 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + VITÓRIA DA CONQUISTA, BRAZIL 
(LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BRAZIL CHAPTER

 I was selected for CGI.br Youth Brazil at 19 years old. Being new to the Internet 
governance environment, I was intimidated at first, but the targeted study accomplished 
during the program made me familiar with this ecosystem. When I was selected to 
participate in LACIGF 2019, I was amazed to see multistakeholderism in practice, as I 
heard much about it, but doubted that it was possible at all. There, I saw that the plural 
debate has only to add to the development of the Internet, both in the technical area, in 
its policies, as well as in other areas of society. Following my participation in the program 
and introduction to the Internet governance ecosystem, I found myself engaged in 
disseminating the topics addressed. So I have been working on writing academic studies 
on Internet governance from the perspective of law, as well as lecturing and discussing on 
topics related to policymaking, such as privacy, data protection, violence against women 
in social networks, youth behavior on the Internet, among others, at both my university and 
schools in my city. Initiatives such as the Youth Brazil are excellent for introducing more 
people into this (sadly) still closed ecosystem. Such programs foster a rich virtuous circle, 
which only has to add to the development of Internet governance and, above all, of society.
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J A Q U E L I N E  T R E V I S A N 
P I G AT T O
FEMALE, 25 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + ARARAQUARA, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF PROGRAM (2018) AND 
ICANN NEXTGEN (2018)

 Meeting people in the Internet governance field has opened opportunities for 
expanding my academic research scope. The programs were profoundly influential in 
my academic research, resulting in my master’s degree dissertation and helping me 
to develop a Ph.D. project, as well as publishing academic papers in the International 
Relations area. The fellowships were extremely important since many of the events in 
this ecosystem happen in large cities, far from the reach of many students. Preceded 
by educational training taken online, the financial support provided by these fellowship 
programs enables students to attend events with a well-rounded experience, allowing 
both professional and personal growth. It is from moments like these that many of us 
young people can create a future, whether with a new job, in academic studies, or in 
diverse types of multistakeholder activities.

J O S E P H  V I A N A  L E V I N T H A L 
D E  O L I V E I R A
MALE, 22 YEARS OLD  + ACADEMIA + MANAUS, BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BRAZIL CHAPTER

 At LACIGF 2019, I had the opportunity to talk to representatives of different 
stakeholders and work as a rapporteur of some of the sessions. What surprised me the 
most was the diverse participation and the different opinions held by each stakeholder, 
so I could learn a lot of new things and observe diverse perspectives. Because of my 
participation in the forum, I joined ISOC’s Brazil chapter and I helped to organize one of its 
annual meetings. I also hope to attend future Internet governance events and to propose 
workshops in the area.
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J U L I A N A  N O V A E S
FEMALE, 23 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + SAO PAULO, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: LEGAL HACKERS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH BRAZIL (2017), INTERNET SOCIETY 
YOUTH@IGF (2018), MOZILLA OPEN LEADERS PROGRAM (2019), YOUTH@IGF 
SUMMIT (2019), SAFERNET YOUTH SAFER INTERNET DAY (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BRAZIL CHAPTER AND YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 Some years ago, when I thought of the expression “policymaking”, I would always 
imagine old men wearing fancy suits and having difficult conversations in a big company 
or congress. Not exactly a welcoming place for a young Latin American woman. However, 
my perceptions of the term started to change when I first heard of the IETF meetings and 
the decentralized processes in which protocols and technical decisions were made. It was 
curious to me how it functioned so well without a centralized authority. Later on, I became 
aware of a United Nations Forum about Internet governance and it seemed so strange to 
me how it was possible for this space to be open for everyone who wished to participate, 
with no governments retaining all the influence. It was not only until my first IGF, though, 
that I really saw what policymaking really was and how openness, transparency and 
decentralization are basic principles to be followed by any initiative that calls itself 
multistakeholder. I am young, I am a woman and I am from Latin America, and for this 
reason there will be many doors automatically closed to me in terms of policymaking, but 
having the opportunity to attend the IGF and to participate in these fellowship programs 
gave me the strength to fight for these doors to be opened. We are young, but we have 
things to say and we want these things to be heard.
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K I M M Y  W U
FEMALE, 20 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL + SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2017) AND LACIGF FELLOWSHIP 
(2018)

 I started to get involved with Internet governance when I was part of a hackathon 
and the award was a scholarship in a diplomatic mission with the Brazilian embassy 
to identify the main innovation themes in Silicon Valley. From that point on, I began to 
realize that there were several non-technology specific topics involved in all the projects. 
In 2017, I was a fellow of CGI.br Youth@IGF fellowship, which gave me a new perspective 
on technology and especially on Internet equality. Because I was already working on 
technology-related topics, Internet governance was well contextualized for me, although I 
was not deeply knowledgeable about it. The importance of Internet governance forums is 
that you can work on something that has an extremely technical aspect having the goal to 
reach non-technical people. During my academic years and within my professional career 
I identified that as a key factor in raising people’s awareness, approaching it in an easily 
understandable way. All these initiatives are opportunities to learn and they guarantee 
that your knowledge gets shared and gets a practical application, in addition to creating 
an international knowledge network that stimulates diversity, equality and that help 
empower people to develop projects themselves.
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L U Ã  F E R G U S  O L I V E I R A  
D A  C R U Z
MALE, 25 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2015), CGI.BR 
YOUTH@IGF (2016, 2017), ICANN NEXTGEN (2017), AND INTERNET SOCIETY 
IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2018)

 My first experience with Internet governance was in 2015 when I was 21 years 
old. With my first in-person meeting, my ties with people from the community were 
strengthened and I started thinking about projects that eventually materialized in the 
following years, such as proposing workshops and writing articles. Getting to know people 
from different places, with problems and realities different from mine, enriched my 
personal and academic development. After attending the events, I was able to contact 
not only with young people but also more experienced people, who were quite welcoming. 
With this network of friends and references created, it was possible to get a grip on the 
opportunities that this ecosystem could offer and many people helped me in other future 
fellowship applications, either with emotional support or by sharing materials. This type 
of initiative is crucial for young people to be able to actively participate in this ecosystem 
since it does not only provides financial support to attend events that take place in 
various parts of the world — something that is not affordable to young people living on the 
edges of capitalism — but also provides training and allows networking, a fundamental 
point to engage in debates that continue after the events.
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M A R I A N A  C A N T O
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + RECIFE, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON LAW AND TECHNOLOGY OF 
RECIFE (IP.REC)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2017), CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2017) AND 
CGI.BR YOUTH@FORUMBR (2018).

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BRAZIL CHAPTER AND YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 The people I have met have been, undoubtedly, the most remarkable feature 
through all my fellowship experiences over the last two years. Thanks to these programs, 
I was able not only to discover and keep up with the latest discussions on topics that I 
would later choose to work with and pursue in professional career but I could also meet 
people who would become essential in my life: great friends and also role models by whom 
I would be inspired. These programs are extremely important for the Internet governance 
ecosystem in order to encourage the expansion and development of this scenario in a 
more inclusive and diverse way. Opportunities like these are often a landmark in people’s 
lives and can represent the first step towards a career in the Internet governance and 
digital rights environment, as it was my case. I am extremely grateful for the institutions 
that, through the aid of their fellowships, encouraged me to follow this path which makes 
me extremely fulfilled today.

M A R K  W.  D AT Y S G E L D
MALE, 31 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BRAZIL CHAPTER AND YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2015), YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
YOUTHLACIGF (2016), ICANN FELLOWSHIP (2017)

 In 2015 I was impressed with how many stakeholders were part of the Internet 
governance ecosystem, even though I had been studying about it for a few years. Of 
course, those were the days of the IANA stewardship transition, so the environment was 
even more restless than usual. After that, I was local staff during the IGF that took place 
in João Pessoa and that was really interesting because I saw the other side of these 
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events and understood how much effort goes into making them work as they should. Over 
the years, I managed to get a few more opportunities in the ICANN Fellowship program 
and at the YouthLACIGF, and this provided me with the chances I needed to really get 
into Internet governance, not only as a researcher as I had been before but as an actor. 
Fellowship programs are essential and irreplaceable: Internet governance is a field in 
which a substantial investment needs to be made for people to take you seriously and 
for your contributions to matter. Most of those who can participate are supported by 
companies, governments and NGOs that are already involved in this sort of policymaking, 
and they have a huge lead start on somebody who is trying to join independently or bring 
their own network into the environment. Sure, people can study it from their homes 
and participate remotely, but the truth is that for all the emphasis that is placed on the 
digital, remote participation is still not taken as seriously by stakeholders as in-person 
participation is. Some claim that there is no return on their investment, but these people 
must be looking at the wrong metrics because it is clear that there are strong people 
emerging from these groups.

P E D R O  D E  P E R D I G Ã O  L A N A
MALE, 26 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + CURITIBA, BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: STUDY GROUP ON COPYRIGHT AND INDUSTRIAL LAW 
(GEDAI)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH AMBASSADORS (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BRAZIL CHAPTER, PORTUGAL CHAPTER, 
YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 The existence of this type of program is fundamental to attract young minds 
with the potential to stand out. The pressure in the search for professional and 
academic success today makes it very difficult for a person to act in a certain area 
just for their own interest, no matter how great their will may be. These partnerships, 
courses with certification, fellowships and experiences are exactly what allow these 
people to dedicate themselves to Internet governance without leaving aside the 
construction of their future. It is from these partnerships that those who can really 
contribute in-depth discover this vocation and begin to deepen themselves both in 
studies and in more practical actions in the field.
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P O L LYA N N A  R I G O N 
V A L E N T E
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + ERECHIM, BRAZIL (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF CGI.BR YOUTH@FORUMBR (2016), INTERNET SOCIETY/
CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2016), CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF BRASIL (2017), INTERNET 
SOCIETY CHAPTER WORKSHOP (2018), SAFERNET BRAZIL - YOUTH SAFER 
INTERNET DAY (2018, 2019), YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2019).

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY BRAZIL CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG), WOMEN SIG

 In addition to knowledge, network and attending events, fellowship programs 
help us to build a curriculum that puts us ahead of many other professionals by showing 
that we can go beyond the ordinary. My first fellowship opened the doors for other 
opportunities until I finally was called to speak at sessions in forums such as the LACIGF in 
2019. That experience was certainly far beyond what I imagined when I was told I had been 
selected for the Brazilian Internet Forum in 2016. For those in the technical area, the first 
major impact of Internet governance forums and programs is the exchange of experiences 
and knowledge with other areas, such as Law. Beyond the various areas of knowledge 
that I discovered, the connection with people from all over Brazil and the world had an 
extremely important impact on my life. I got out of my comfort zone and it changed many 
aspects of my worldview. The part that impacts us the most in all the fellowship programs 
is the knowledge that we see we have acquired during our journey and also how much 
we have been able to teach to other people. The whole process is multistakeholder, you 
not only learn but you also share and teach, which certainly makes you grow in countless 
ways. Those programs help us show what we came up for the present and that we are 
building the future we want to see.
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T H A Í S  H E L E N A  C A R N E I R O 
B A R R O S  A G U I A R
FEMALE, 22 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + RECIFE, BRAZIL (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 As a professional and a researcher, I work with privacy and data protection, 
intellectual property and multistakeholder and decision models, seeking to understand 
how the Internet works with other spheres of deliberation.

 CHILE

C A R L O S  D A V I D  C A R R A S C O 
M U R O
MALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + SANTIAGO, CHILE (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: GLOBAL SHAPERS HUB SANTIAGO

 + FORMER FELLOW OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2019), INTERNET 
SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2019)

 My first fellowship was in the YouthLACIGF 2019 and LACIGF. I had the opportunity 
to share part of my work in the Fiscal Expenditure Observatory in Chile and also talk about 
my previous role as a social activist in Venezuela. There are challenges we sometimes 
think that only happen in our own country, but I believe there are regional issues that 
cannot be solved isolated. After my experience in that event, I think I had a positive 
change, especially in my political vision regarding technology and the Internet. I am a 
person who seeks training at the political level. It is not only about professional success 
or earning money. In the near future, I hope to return to my country, Venezuela and be a 
leader who can contribute to the recovery of society and its democracy.
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K A R E N  D E N I S S E  V E R G A R A 
S A N C H E Z
FEMALE, 30 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + SANTIAGO, CHILE (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: NGO AMARANTA

 I am part of an NGO that works for the promotion of gender equity in education, 
technology, culture and the media. We fight against racism, classism, misogyny, lesbo/
transphobia and all forms of discrimination and domination. For this, we are dedicated 
to research, train, advise and produce knowledge on issues of gender, technology and 
human rights, working on different projects. I participated this year in the South School 
of Internet Governance 2019, held in Mexico City, and it was a great experience. I was 
able to expand my circle of contacts and partner organizations — I am currently working 
with a Mexican collective to apply for joint projects between Chile and Mexico. I believe 
fellowship programs have a very important role since we need spaces to have a voice and 
influence, as well as get to know other experiences and realities so we can work together. 
Promoting collective collaboration is crucial for young people who are currently engaged 
in digital culture, so we can go forward in doing activism on technology issues.

S E B A S T I A N  B E C K E R
MALE + CIVIL SOCIETY + CHILE (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 I am currently working on the preparation of a report on the new criminal 
legislation in Chile that adapts computer criminal offenses to the Budapest Convention. 
This project is done within the framework of the Chilean National Cybersecurity Policy. 
I am also engaged in research and advocacy on human rights in digital environments, 
cybersecurity and personal data.
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 COLOMBIA

J H O N  A L D E M A R 
C A B A L L E R O  M A R T Í N E Z
MALE, 24 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + BOGOTA, COLOMBIA (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: RESEARCH CENTER IN DIGITAL LAW AND NEW TECHNOLO-
GIES

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2016), YOUTH OBSER-
VATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2016), ICANN NEXTGEN (2018).

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY COLOMBIA CHAPTER AND YOUTH OBSERVA-
TORY (YOUTH SIG)

 After the experience I acquired through the fellowship opportunities, I have been 
giving back to my local community by participating in the organization of the IGF Colombia, 
addressing the role of young people in Internet governance in panels about social inclusion 
and I am also creating an online course. Internet governance programs have changed my 
life. They taught me to learn from the community and to have a constructive critical sense 
of the problems and challenges of the Internet. The fellowship was great because it started 
my engagement, but it is indeed collective thinking that keeps me involved in the Internet 
ecosystem. That is an open model with values and principles which everybody respects. I 
deeply regret that we are not making any decisions yet, but I believe we will have a reform 
in this regard in line with the multistakeholder model.
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L A U R A  V I C T O R I A  R A M O S 
G U E V A R A
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: SEMILLERO DE INVESTIGACIÓN DE DERECHO INFORMÁTICO 
(DIGITAL LAW RESEARCH GROUP), AT UNIVERSITY EXTERNADO DE COLOMBIA.

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY COLOMBIA CHAPTER

 IGF 2019 enhanced my academic and professional development because meeting 
multiple stakeholders with diverse expertise and interests opened my perspective to a 
global picture. So I returned to my country with a different perception, with the motivation 
to apply and spread what I learned in such a meaningful forum. The event has had 
several impacts on my academic and professional life: I had the opportunity to become 
a member of the Internet Society Chapter Colombia and later I entered the Youth group’s 
coordination. So, I could collaborate with regional projects to empower my community. 
The Internet governance and its ecosystem have brought me a great knowledge of 
a space without limits, where it is possible to get involved regardless of the area or 
stakeholder you represent. The spaces provided by this ecosystem are essential for the 
global development of the Internet. That is why the opportunities offered by different 
organizations to young people are crucial for their professional development since they 
can make significant changes at the local level in their communities.

L I N D A  P AT I Ñ O  C Á R D E N A S
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: CAMPAÑA DOMINEMOS LA TECNOLOGÍA

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY WOMEN SIG AND YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 I am a Technology journalist focused on digital human rights. I teach issues 
of digitalization and communication for social change and I research with a gender 
approach. Over the last years, I have worked in cybersecurity workshops for women 
activists and workshops on Internet governance and digital rights for journalists.
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 COSTA RICA

YA W R I  D .  C A R R  Q U I R Ó S
FEMALE, 22 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + SAN JOSÉ, COSTA RICA 
(LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: IPANDETEC

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF, ICANN NEXTGEN, DIPLO-
HACK STUDENT CHALLENGE, FACEBOOK WOMEN SAFETY

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY WOMEN SIG AND YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 I would never have imagined that after participating in ICANN, so many doors 
would open and so many people would become part of my life. It is not only about the 
fellowships we can have but about personal and professional growth. It is not possible to 
measure it. It is something the university does not give us and it’s a lifelong knowledge.

 EL SALVADOR

C I N D Y  F A B I O L A  A L F A R O 
R O D R Í G U E Z
FEMALE, 25 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + ANTIGUO CUSCATLÁN, EL 
SALVADOR (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: OPPORTUNITIES

 I am part of an information platform for young people in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, whose main goal is to spread fellowships, internships, conferences abroad, 
volunteering and employment opportunities for young people. By accessing our website, 
they can learn about opportunities for academic, professional and personal improvement.
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 GUATEMALA

L I N D A  G A R C Í A  A R E N A S
FEMALE, 30 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + GUATEMALA CITY, 
GUATEMALA (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: CIBERFEMINISTAS GUATEMALA

 + FORMER FELLOW OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY GUATEMALA CHAPTER

 I was 29 years old when I participated in YouthLACIG in Buenos Aires. It was a 
good opportunity to meet people, from civil organizations, companies and government 
representatives involved with the Internet and its related issues. I am currently in contact, 
especially with those engaged in similar activities. However, there were few attendees 
living in vulnerable situations (indigenous peoples, people living in poverty, extreme 
poverty). Because of my participation in the YoughLACIGF, I was invited to attend the 
Women Safety event organized by Facebook in Mexico, where we create ties of sorority 
and ways of denouncing violence against women on social networks. In Latin America, 
we are advancing in the fight for human rights and our territory, but we cannot be less 
informed about what is happening to our rights online and the governance of the Internet. 
Involving young people in these issues allows us to include digital rights in our daily 
struggles and is a way of assuring us a brighter future.
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 HAITI

E R B Y L I N E  M O Ï S E
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + INTERNATIONAL MULTILATERAL 
ORGANIZATION + PETION-VILLE, HAITI (LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: HFTIC

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY INTERNET OF THINGS SIG

 I am part of The National Entrepreneurship Program for Youth (NEPY), a program 
for young students who are already committed entrepreneurs and also for people who 
have an entrepreneurial idea but have not yet had the opportunity to put their business 
idea into practice.

G E R M I L A  S A I N T- J E A N
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
HAITI (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: DEVELOPER CIRCLES HAITI, PROGRESS & ACCELERATED 
CHANGE THROUGH TECHNOLOGY (PACT), YOUTH IGF HAITI

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY HAITI CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 I am a young leader advocating for the good use of the Internet and I am 
part of several initiatives in progress: the Trident of Youth Engagement, from the 
Creating Networks Project; Youth IGF Haiti, a series of conferences and workshops on 
cybersecurity, counterfeiting, fake news and connected objects; Developer Circles, 
where I give lectures on new technologies for girls like me who love information and 
communication technologies. I am also co-founder of an association in my neighborhood 
that pays special attention to children in social hardship, helping them to become 
engaged citizens that can participate actively in digital decision-making processes.
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J O N AT H A N  P E R C E V A L
MALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: NOUCLA/MARASA, DIGITAL GRASSROOTS, WEARE

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY HAITI CHAPTER

 I was part of the organization of the Haiti IGF under the Internet Society Haiti 
Chapter. We assembled several speakers, authorities, private sector in charge of the 
main regional telecommunications companies and hundreds of young Haitians involved in 
Internet governance.

K I N D Y  V E R E U S  M O N T R E U I L
MALE, 23 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
HAITI (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL LITERACY PROGRAM

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY HAITI CHAPTER

 The Digital Literacy Program is aimed at stakeholders in Haiti, so that participants 
can have equipment and skills that enable them to participate in the digital society. 
For example, to access government information online, MOOCs use social networks and 
appropriately use connected devices. This program involves lifelong learning through 
Internet education (digital literacy) while reflecting on key themes that promote digital 
accessibility for every Haitian to have digital skills that will be leveraged for social 
inclusion and economic empowerment.
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M U S TA P H AT  B R E T I U S
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
HAITI (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH IGF HAITI

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY HAITI CHAPTER

 I train people on how to protect their online personal data in Haiti. I also organize 
conferences for young students on Internet governance.”

S A N D Y  C L E R V I L
MALE, 29 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY HAITI CHAPTER

 I make videos on my YouTube Channel to explain the advantages of the Internet, 
its opportunities and how the Internet can be used for great things.
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 HONDURAS

E D U A R D O  J O S E  T O M E 
P E R A LTA
MALE, 27 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + TEGUCIGALPA, 
HONDURAS (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION LEGAL HACKERS TEGUCIGALPA

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM, 
LACNIC (2018), INTERNET SOCIETY LAC CHAPTERS WORKSHOP (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY HONDURAS CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG), WOMEN SIG, COMMUNITY NETWORKS SIG

 I attended my first Internet governance event in 2017 almost without any 
experience and with only a few months of working with domain names. In that event, I 
discovered community networks and I fell in love with the topic. Over the next months, I 
was able to develop a community network in my country and received other fellowships. 
This led to the publication of an article about the community networks project, 
participation in other events and also allowed me to moderate the first panel in the history 
of IGF Honduras, organize the first IGF Honduras together with the SIG Women and to 
be a speaker. In May 2019, I was admitted to a master’s in Digital Law and Information 
Society, which began in October of the same year. As young professionals, I think that it is 
sometimes difficult to visualize ourselves being productive in such an immense ecosystem 
and that is, in general, highly technical. However, those opportunities help us to realize 
that not only there are other young people trying to add something significant to the field, 
but they also show us the importance of participating and joining collaborative initiatives 
that ultimately achieve greater development for the region.
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A N D R E A  R E N É E  P I Z Z AT I 
A N D R A D E
FEMALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS 
(LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY HONDURAS CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG) AND WOMEN SIG

 My youth-based initiative is a program that promotes and supports youth 
engagement and new leaderships in civil society, academia and politics through a 
multidisciplinary program backed by the Friedrich Naumann Stiftung and Alianza para 
Centroamerica. We are actively engaged in leadership, education and new technologies 
through pilot projects that include youth-led seminars, ABC and early development 
schools for parents in the public education system and grassroots work for women in 
tech groups and women-led project development. I am also currently engaged with local 
women’s groups as a liaison for safeguarding women’s rights in digital platforms and 
women as content creators for digital platforms.

 MEXICO

A N G É L I C A  C O N T R E R A S
FEMALE, 29 YEARS OLD + INTERNATIONAL MULTILATERAL 
ORGANIZATION + AGUASCALIENTES, MEXICO (LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF, INTERNET 
SOCIETY IGF AMBASSADORS 

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY WOMEN SIG, YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH 
SIG)

 Few people know that I have a career in Programming, but after studying it I 
decided in 2008 that my degree had to be in Communications because of my passion for 
communicating information. But while studying and working, the digital world still caught 
my attention. After I graduated, at the beginning of 2015, I saw a call for application for 
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an introductory course on Internet governance and that first course led me to become 
interested in the subject and actively participate. At LACIGF 8, which was held in Mexico 
City, I met several classmates who are still friends of mine and, in that event, I learned 
about the first Youth@IGF fellowship. I was selected — and the story began. In December 
2017, we created the Special Interest Group of Women of the Internet Society and my 
fight now is focused on making the Internet a space for women where we can all create, 
build and be part of. I believe that together we can achieve a feminist Internet. It has been 
several years of this adventure: friends, stories, published texts, events, miles traveled, 
organizing a variety of events such as FemHackParty, IGFem, YouthLACIGF. Needless 
to say and imagine that I have many stories and adventures! We always find in these 
meetings a way to have fun and create a community of young and vibrant individuals with 
many things to say and do. The role and work of youth are to show that building a different 
Internet is possible. I will never stop being a youngster.

I R V I N G  N O R E H E M  L L A M A S 
C O V A R R U B I A S
MALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + ZAPOPAN, MEXICO (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: LEGAL HACKERS GUADALAJARA

 In my organization, what we are looking for is to bring technology to as many 
people as possible, in order to spread knowledge and be prepared for our current realities. 
So we publish news articles of public interest, information about concepts and definitions 
and organize events. All with the purpose of increasing the knowledge of society.
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J E R S A I N  Z A D A M I G  
L L A M A S  C O V A R R U B I A S
MALE, 25 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + GUADALAJARA, MEXICO (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: LEGAL HACKERS GUADALAJARA

 I have organized along with team members various events, panels and talks. Such 
events are totally free and have the goal of finding solutions at the intersection of law and 
technology, as well as digitally culturize the entire city. On the other hand, I am dedicated 
to legal research with specialization in information and communication technologies and I 
am finishing a master’s degree in Law and Human Rights.

L U C Í A  S Á N C H E Z  F R A N C O
FEMALE + CIVIL SOCIETY + TOLUCA, MEXICO (LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN NEXTGEN (2018)

 As a student, I have been involved in the Internet 
Governance Forum held in Geneva, Switzerland in 2017. I also 
had the opportunity to attend the ICANN meeting in Panama 
held in June 2018.
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TA N I A  YA E L  C O R T É S 
Á LV A R E Z
FEMALE, 30 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + COLIMA, MEXICO (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: COGNOS + (CENTRO MULTIDISCIPLINARIO DE INVESTI-
GACIÓN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY WOMEN SIG AND CYBERSECURITY SIG

 I am a counselor for the development of public policies in youth matters in 
the digital area and an advocate through good digital practices courses from the ICT 
Observatory of the University of Colima. I promote the inclusion of women in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) areas to reduce the digital gender 
gap and speak at conferences related to the use of information and communication 
technologies in education.

 PARAGUAY

B E L É N  G I M É N E Z  C I C I O L L I
FEMALE + CIVIL SOCIETY + ASUNCIÓN, PARAGUAY (LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: GIRLS CODE, DJANGO GIRLS ASUNCIÓN, SEGUR@S EN 
INTERNET

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018), YOUTH OBSER-
VATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY PARAGUAY CHAPTER, WOMEN SIG AND 
YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG).

 My participation at the local, regional and global IGFs in the past year furthered 
my skills and knowledge related to human rights, youth and digital inclusion, and also 
inspired me to create spaces of discussion and promotion on the importance of Internet 
governance and the need of having diverse voices being part of the decision-making 
process. What surprised me during my participation in these spaces was that there are 
communities made up of youth participating in Internet governance that are very solid 



YOUTH ATLAS > 7. LATIN AMERICA > 7.2 LATIN AMERICAN YOUTH IN INTERNET GOVERNANCE 107

and sustainable, which I did not know of before I got the opportunity to participate. When 
comparing the international scenario to my country, there are no solid groups of young 
people involved in these issues in a visible or consistent manner. As a fellow, I also had the 
opportunity to learn from people who were around my age who have now become leaders 
of their communities and that inspired me to organize spaces with other young adults 
here in Paraguay. Because of fellowships like these, intercultural bonds that transcend 
borders are made between youth from all around the world that convert in community 
projects, academic research and spaces to discuss current and future issues.

 PERU

C A N D Y  M A R G A R I TA 
R O D R Í G U E Z  O J E D A
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LIMA, PERU (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: COLECTIVA INSUBORDINADAS, LA CHINAMPA HACKLABFEM-
INISTA

 As a feminist organization, we host open workshops and collective work sessions. 
We promote the hacker ethics and the use of free software and hardware as useful tools 
for the development of the autonomy – either for women or other dissident corporealities 
– regarding technology, activism, building common projects, digital security, knowledge 
sharing and free speech media creation.
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C A R L O S  G U E R R E R O
MALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LIMA, PERU (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY/CGI.BR YOUTH@IGF (2015), INTER-
NET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2016), LACIGF (2017)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY PERU CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG)

 My first experience as a fellow member for Youth@IGF 2015 was also my first 
experience in the Internet governance world. I had always shown interest in technology 
applied to law, but during the previous months of the program, I discovered a whole new 
world to me, which I fell in love with. From that moment on, I have put all my efforts into 
keeping myself in this world, working on every kind of project and initiatives focused on 
Internet development. The experience in 2015 helped me to take part in the founding group 
for the Youth Observatory, as well as in different similar initiatives. I kept participating 
in Internet governance spaces through fellowships or through my own resources and 
currently, I am a director in a Peruvian NGO working on human rights online. Being part 
of Youth@IGF 2015 changed my whole life. The importance of physically participating in 
these events is fundamental. Also, being part of the selection process is an enriching 
experience, and those who manage to attend the events thanks to the fellowships have 
an amazing experience for growing not only on a professional level but also on a personal 
one. You get in contact with young people from different realities and backgrounds, 
and many of the friends and partners I have made in the Youth@IGF 2015 program are 
currently leading Internet or information and communication technologies organizations 
around the world.  
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M A R I E L I V  F L O R E S 
V I L L A L O B O S
FEMALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LIMA, PERU (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2017)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY WOMEN SIG

 The first time I attended an Internet governance event thanks to a fellowship I was 
25 years old. It was really fun to meet other young people who were interested in topics 
related to the Internet. We were able to share the same doubts and concerns.

P A O L A  K AT H E R I N E  G Á LV E Z 
C A L L I R G O S
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + LIMA, PERU (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH AMBASSADORS PROGRAM 
(2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY PERU CHAPTER

 My first event about Internet governance was the South School of Internet 
Governance, which was held in May 2019 in Mexico City. It was a wonderful week of 
shared learning with the main actors of the digital ecosystem. Likewise and mainly, it 
was a week to generate and strengthen relationships with other talented young people 
from all over America, with whom I am still in contact with, helping each other in our 
activities. Surely that participation changed the course of my professional career. 
Now, I feel more responsibility to my community, leading me to participate in other 
projects. Sadly, despite being one of the main stakeholders of the Internet, the youth of 
underprivileged communities are actually underrepresented in the policy development 
and implementation process that shapes our digital future. In this regard, open fellowship 
opportunities are an excellent tool to get closer to this youth and to help them empower 
themselves and collaborate between communities in an inclusive way. I firmly believe that 
youth are capable of reinventing an open, secure and reliable Internet for everyone, and 
I am grateful for the opportunities that organizations such as Internet Society offer to 
make our voices heard.
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V E R Ó N I C A  A R R O Y O
FEMALE, 28 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + LIMA, PERU (LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2016), ICANN NEXTGEN 
(2016), YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2016), YOUNG LEADERS SUMMIT 
- RIGHTSCON (2018), ICANN NEXTGEN (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 Before my first fellowship program, I was curious about how technology and law 
could dialogue, but I did not know how to properly focus that curiosity. I was working in 
a law firm but I felt that I wanted to do something else. The programs allowed me to do 
that; helping me to orient my career and my volunteering work. I remember that thanks to 
the YouthLACIGF 2016 program I was able to assist in organizing the LACIGF for the first 
time, and that experience led me to join the Youth Observatory. I am currently the Vice-
Chair of this organization, which I now love and that has opened many opportunities for 
me. Just the opportunity to attend LACIGF helped me to meet the person who would later 
be my boss. Another fond memory is the Youth@IGF 2016, when I met a group of young 
people who, like me, were motivated to make education better for other young people. 
Along with them, we founded a group called Internet Ambassadors, without any external 
funding. Finally, these kinds of programs and my daily work have assisted me in finding my 
thesis theme to get my degree and a lot of bibliography on the matter. These programs are 
unique opportunities for who is interested in how the Internet works and the impact it has 
on our society. Lots of young people do not have enough resources to study these usually 
very specialized issues or the possibility to attend events such as the IGF. The programs 
give us that. We must consider that many of them, like me, are in a moment of their career 
where they choose their professional path. We need to help these young people to build 
capacities and give them opportunities, so they will be able to occupy key positions in the 
years to come.
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 DOMINICAN  
REPUBLIC

M A N U E L A  P E R A LTA 
S A N TA N A
FEMALE, 28 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + SANTIAGO, 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: INTERNET AMBASSADORS, DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2016), ICANN FELLOW-
SHIP (2016)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 My first involvement in an Internet governance event was when I was 23 years old 
and I had the chance to attend the very first IGF in the Dominican Republic. Even though 
I graduated in Telecommunications Engineering, I had a little notion about the term 
“Internet governance” and what it represented in our lives, as an end-user and member 
of the technical community. That same year I received a fellowship to participate in 
one of the annual LACNIC meetings, where I met members involved in the development 
of Internet policies and I first heard the term “multistakeholder”. However, it was not 
until I attended my first IGF, in 2016, that I realized the importance it has for Internet 
governance. Each of these programs helped me in my professional and in my academic 
life. They have also helped me with the organizing of small events so other people, who do 
not know about the Internet governance model, can learn and start to actively participate. 
Many young people do not have the chance to attend such events, either because they do 
not know of their existence or do not have financial support. Fellowship programs can help 
them to initiate in the Internet governance world and extend the reach of people familiar 
with the model.
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 TRINIDAD  
AND TOBAGO

S H A W N  M E LV I L L E
MALE, 30 YEARS OLD + PRIVATE SECTOR + PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO CHAPTER

 I am involved in the Internet governance ecosystem as 
an advocate for digital accessibility and inclusion of persons 
with disabilities.

 URUGUAY

F E D E R I C O  R O D R Í G U E Z 
H O R M A E C H E A
MALE, 27 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + PANDO, URUGUAY (LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTHIGF URUGUAY

 + FORMER FELLOW OF YOUTH OBSERVATORY YOUTHLACIGF (2019)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY URUGUAY CHAPTER AND YOUTH OBSERVATO-
RY (YOUTH SIG)

 The main goal is to learn from others and to get to know more people. People with 
whom you will keep working long distance on those projects you are developing at a local 
level. The programs in which I participated have allowed me to get a better understanding 
of Internet governance and to create teams and events with deeper content and reach 
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as well as collaborate with others who will follow our steps and help youths who have 
just started in this field. Like many other young members, we develop other activities for 
solving our costs. Given that many of us youngsters work on different things to support 
ourselves and that many times we do not have enough income to participate in Internet 
governance events, I see fellowships as being fundamental to assist us in the basic 
aspects that help us develop ourselves in these environments.  

M AT Í A S  J A C K S O N
MALE + ACADEMY + URUGUAY (LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN)

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTHIGF URUGUAY

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY IGF AMBASSADORS, ICANN NEXT-
GEN, ICANN FELLOWSHIP

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY URUGUAY CHAPTER

 Expanding the voice of youth to new spaces where it was not present before. The 
Internet is mainly built by youth and for youth. This is the reason why their collaboration is 
an important contribution to Internet governance.



8 .  MIDDLE EAST
 AND NORTH

 AFRICA �MENA�
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8.1  REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES:  AN 

INTERVIEW 
WITH NOHA 
ABDEL BAKY
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + CAIRO, EGYPT (MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA)

How would you describe the scenario of Internet governance in 
your region?

Talking about access in the Middle-East and North Africa region is not 
easy as we have a wide range of economies — rich, poor and in between. So 
we have countries with full coverage and high, affordable Internet access 
and other countries with uncovered areas or with expensive access.

The violation of digital rights exists, however, in most of the countries 
in this region. We often see many incidents of full or partial Internet 
shutdowns and content regulation, surveillance, lack of online freedom of 
expression and the list goes on. 

When it comes to multistakeholderism and Internet governance policies, 
I am sad to say that the processes are usually not inclusive at all and they do 
not follow the multistakeholder approach.

Fortunately, though, we have our regional Internet governance spaces 
and they are starting to grow faster. My country, Egypt, for example, 
participates in the North African Internet Governance Forum, which is in its 
third edition, and in the Arab Internet Governance Forum. However, we still do 
not have our national Internet Governance Forum yet. 

There were many important topics that are usually discussed in these 
events and I honestly wish we could spend more time to discuss even more. 
Most of the issues we have been talking about in the past few editions are very 
much connected with each other and they are usually related to digital inclusion 
and access, emerging technologies, misinformation and so many others.
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What would you say are challenges for youth engagement in our 
field when it comes to your region? How can we overcome those 
challenges?

I was introduced to Internet governance through the Internet Society’s 
Youth@IGF fellowship in 2017. Just like everyone else, I was enrolled in one 
of the cohorts of “Shaping the Internet: History and Future”, where I had 
an opportunity to be virtually engaged with youth from all over the world 
to discuss global Internet issues. After the online part, I finally had the 
opportunity to attend the Internet Governance Forum in Geneva, which was 
a remarkable experience. I was actively engaging in sessions about topics 
which interested me, like gender and youth issues, I met a lot of brilliant 
people from different stakeholders and also became a member of Digital 
Grassroots, which helped me stay engaged in the ecosystem and not feel 
disconnected after the fellowship was over. 

I believe there are many challenges for engaging youth in my region, like 
lack of funding, which can impact the organizations flow as well as the lack 
of fellowships to participate in global meetings, which will always remain an 
issue due to the high competition and the need to allow new blood to enter 
the ecosystem. Nevertheless, there is also the lack of experience and support 
that we are often subject to. 

Nevertheless, I really believe those are issues that come with 
opportunities as well. The role of youth is crucial. We are the primary users 
and contributors to the Internet, we create content and trends, we create the 
need and also the solutions. Young people are the present and the future. 

Regarding support, for example, I believe youth should form clusters 
to share experience and mentorship to assist newcomers. The first step I 
would recommend is definitely joining the local Internet Society Chapters or 
Special Interest Groups. Also, many organizations like the Internet Society 
itself or ICANN usually offer a lot of free e-courses, open knowledge for self-
education, which certainly help people understand the ecosystem and how to 
get involved.

When it comes to the lack of funding, I believe youth can form networks 
and seek alternatives like reaching out to local sponsors, their employers or 
self-funding. But that, of course, also depends on the creation of specific 
policies focusing on equipping young people with the needed digital skills that 
are necessary to survive in today’s technological world, find jobs and continue 
to be engaged. 
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For example, Egypt has recently launched its 2030 strategy for AI & 
Emerging Technologies and I found it a good effort to create a new well-
educated generation.

Also, inviting youth experts to decision-making spaces and drafting 
policies is highly needed and it is no more a luxury, it is a fact that youth are 
digital natives and are more impacted by the Internet issues and have more 
influence to shape today’s Internet.

At the end of the day, I would advise youth in my region not to be afraid or 
shy, because it is really not necessary for us to have a very long background in 
order to advocate for our local Internet issues and get involved. Also, there is 
always the chance to reach out to people who are more experienced and ask 
them for their advice and ideas, since we are all standing together in this field.
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8.2  MIDDLE EASTERN 
AND NORTH AFRICAN 
YOUTH  IN  INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE

 ARMENIA

M E R I  B A G H D A S A R YA N
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + YEREVAN, ARMENIA (MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL [X] WORKING GROUP,

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2016)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 Every Internet governance event I participated in presented me with an 
outstanding opportunity to learn more about the current state of affairs in the ecosystem 
and to engage, debate and discuss the way forward, meet like-minded peers, renowned 
experts and network. In my opinion, these fellowships serve a crucial role in educating, 
empowering and engaging youth in the Internet governance ecosystem. It provides us with 
the chance to raise our concerns, express our opinions and stand on equal footing with all 
stakeholders. In addition, the youth represents a specific perspective as a group of people 
that have never lived without digital technologies. Hence, in my opinion, these fellowships 
allow the youth to grow, to establish networks with like-minded peers from all over the 
globe and jointly work towards solution for common issues.
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 EGYPT

N O H A  A B D E L  B A K Y
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + CAIRO, EGYPT (MIDDLE EAST 
AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: DIGITAL GRASSROOTS

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2017), INTERNET SOCI-
ETY IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2018), AFRISIG FELLOWSHIP (2018)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY EGYPT CHAPTER, YOUTH OBSERVATORY 
(YOUTH SIG), WOMEN SIG

 It was an entry to a world full of opportunities and knowledge. My first IGF 
in Geneva was an extraordinary experience as I had an amazing exposure and 
was introduced to topics such as capacity building, engagement in policymaking, 
empowerment of the new generations to shape different stakeholder groups, promotion 
of advocacy and the issues of regional and gender balance. I believe the importance of 
these fellowship programs is the fact that they allow youth to take their baby-steps in their 
engagement in these discussions.

 JORDAN

H E B A H  A L  TA W A I H A
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + MA’AN, JORDAN (MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG)

 I work to organize special activities to introduce the importance of Internet 
governance to the members of my community through seminars and workshops.
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 L IBYA

A M G E D  B  S H W E H D Y
MALE, 27 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + TRIPOLI, LIBYA (MIDDLE EAST 
AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: HEXA CONNECTION

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH OBSERVATORY (YOUTH SIG) 

 I am working to spread the coding culture among Libyan youth, working closely 
with the government to build a coalition on governance, privacy and cybersecurity. I am 
also working with local NGOs on cybersecurity and privacy issues.

 MOROCCO

M A R W A  A Z E L M AT
FEMALE, 24 YEARS OLD + INTERNATIONAL MULTILATERAL 
ORGANIZATION + RABAT, MOROCCO (MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: RNW MEDIA

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY YOUTH@IGF (2018)

 The highlight of my participation at the IGF was the involvement of the wide 
range of stakeholders coming to defend their interests and to find a seat there. The IGF 
has raised questions I could not think of before, as well as heated policy debates, turning 
around cross-cutting development issues such as artificial intelligence, digital inclusion, 
gender digital divide, etc. I felt really encouraged to lift the lid on Internet governance from 
a youth perspective as a stakeholder. These kinds of fellowship programs expose youth to 
the governance ecosystem and to the various stakeholders involved in it. They also build 
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young people’s advocacy skills and channel their everyday activism into their local and 
regional issues. Furthermore, such programs recognize young people as effective change 
leaders and make the governance spaces fully equipped to host them as governance 
experts. Therefore, It is important that fellowship programs continue to engage youth 
from different backgrounds and walks of like in such policy debates to guarantee a 
sustainable accountability system that cannot disregard young people’s contribution to 
the Internet governance ecosystem.

 TUNISIA

Y O S R  J O U I N I
FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + TUNIS, TUNISIA (MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: FABT

 + FORMER FELLOW OF AFRICAN SCHOOL OF GOVERNANCE, ARAB GOVER-
NANCE FORUM

 I started my Internet governance journey thanks to an online course offered for 
people in my region. That course opened doors for me to attend regional meetings such 
as the Arab IGF. The network I built in that meeting helped me engage further in the digital 
rights community. This experience got me introduced to new opportunities and gave me 
the chance to present my research work on privacy in the region. When you are young, 
you have so much motivation and a unique view specially on technology as you grew up 
using it. However, sometimes you may feel intimidated or simply not sure how to find a 
way to express your views. This is why fellowship programs are crucial: they give you a 
safe space to learn and grow, in addition to allow people from different backgrounds to 
join the discussion. Not everyone is privileged to have great mentors in their schools and 
workplaces, but fellowship programs give us the chance to meet people that share our 
interests so that together we advocate for our values.
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 TURKEY

AY Ç A  ATA B E Y
FEMALE, 28 YEARS OLD + ACADEMIA + ISTANBUL, TURKEY (MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + FORMER FELLOW OF INTERNET SOCIETY IGF YOUTH AMBASSADORS PRO-
GRAM AND IGF TURKEY FELLOWSHIP

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY TURKEY CHAPTER

 For me, Internet governance is the most challenging, yet most rewarding type of 
governance, as it works as a catalyst for different stakeholders. It is my goal to strive to 
play a central role in the governance community, by actively participating and exploring 
local, regional and global contexts. Participating in the fellowship helped me so much 
in the current projects I am involved in. All the training I got, the courses I took, the 
discussions I have been part of helped me a great deal and improved me to the point 
where I became a leader and, therefore, I am so grateful.

In addition, I must highlight the fact that I am also involved in projects with people I 
met through the video calls and forums, such as writing and publishing papers. Therefore, 
the network I gained is the most valuable thing.

S U  S O N I A  H E R R I N G
FEMALE, 31 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY + ISTANBUL, TURKEY

 + ORGANIZATION: YOUTH IGF TURKEY

 + FORMER FELLOW OF ICANN FELLOWSHIP (2018), BALKAN SCHOOL OF GOV-
ERNANCE (2017), INTERNET SOCIETY IGF AMBASSADORS PROGRAM (2016), 
SOUTH EASTERN EUROPEAN DIALOGUE ON GOVERNANCE FELLOWSHIP (2016)

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY TURKEY CHAPTER

 The most real impact of the fellowships for me is the opportunity to be in places 
that otherwise I would not have the resources to go to. Thanks to those opportunities I 
now organize numerous governance-related events aimed at youth both in Turkey and 
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abroad. I was only able to attend an IGF that year thanks to the fellowship. I was able 
to continue my governance journey, acted as a reporter in different desks, took on a 
more active role in the ecosystem, which led to me creating a working group for youth 
participation before the IGF 2018 among other things. For youth and young professionals, 
it is crucial to have these types of programs to be introduced to the ecosystem and its 
networks. But another very important point is the sustainability of these programs, since 
selecting one individual once is not enough and initiatives such as returning ambassadors 
are needed for every program.

 YEMEN

H I L M I  G H A L I B
MALE, 29 YEARS OLD + TECHNICAL COMMUNITY + SANA’A, YEMEN 
(MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA)

 + ORGANIZATION: YODET

 + MEMBER OF INTERNET SOCIETY YEMEN CHAPTER

 I believe that, in the current scenario, access cannot be a luxury any longer; it is a 
must and a basic human right. In my organization, I work to provide and defend the right 
to access the Internet safely, openly and continuously. Also, the gender gap in information 
and communication technologies is globally happening and it is occurring massively in 
Yemen. Through my organization, I believe in empowering women and offer them real 
opportunities in the technology field.



9 . N O R T H
A M E R I C A
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9.1  REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES:  AN 

INTERVIEW 
WITH SARAH 
INGLE AND  
ARJUN SANYA

SARAH INGLE  — FEMALE, 21 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA + CANADA

ARJUN SANYA  — MALE, 21 YEARS OLD + CIVIL SOCIETY/ACADEMIA + CANADA

How did you first get involved with Internet Governance? Tell us a 
bit about your story.

Sarah Ingle: I became involved in IG because I was broadly interested 
in the impact of the internet and digital technologies on human rights. 
As a student at the University of Toronto, I followed this interest and 
started reading and writing about it. I realized that while many people and 
organizations in Canada were involved in the IG and digital rights community, 
there were not many opportunities for young people to learn about and 
participate. So I founded Youth IGF Canada em 2017 to build a community 
of young people interested in these topics who could be connected with 
opportunities to participate in policymaking or develop their own initiatives. 

Arjun Sanya : I am interested in using technology, design, and policy to 
build a better future. I first got involved in the ecosystem when I attended 
ICANN63 independently, and then ICANN66 as a NextGen fellow.
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How does Youth IGF Canada work today? What are your main 
challenges?

Currently, Youth IGF Canada operates as a community organization based 
in Toronto, Ontario. We (Arjun and Sarah) began co-leading YIGF Canada 
in 2018. We have a chapter at the University of Toronto and are working to 
develop other chapters across Canada. We do not have continuous funding, 
but rather apply for it and have received funding for specific projects. While 
awareness has been growing significantly in the past year or so, the Internet 
and digital policy are still viewed as somewhat niche or esoteric areas. 
Beyond that awareness issue, some of our challenges are also funding and 
time commitment from people.

What are some positive results you have achieved so far?

Two of our biggest accomplishments are co-founding the Canadian 
Internet Governance Forum (our regional IGF), which had its first edition in 
February 2019, with around 200 attendees, and conducting research on youth 
perspectives on the Internet of Things privacy and security for the Canadian 
Multistakeholder Process. As we move into the CIGF’s second year, we are 
thinking about how to build the community into something that successfully 
brings in and mentors newcomers, especially youth, and also facilitates more 
year-round coordination and collaboration among people and organizations 
working on the Internet and digital policy issues in Canada. This has and 
will impact the Internet ecosystem because, in doing so, we are working to 
improve the inclusivity and effectiveness of the multistakeholder model. Our 
involvement in the Canadian Multistakeholder Process also had this effect 
because through our research we brought underrepresented voices and 
perspectives into the conversation.
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What do you think is the most important thing that makes your 
organization united and young people engaged in it?

Part of our strategy is building our organization based on friendship, 
shared values, and shared interests. We want to develop a community where 
people of all different backgrounds feel welcome to learn and contribute in 
whichever way or level of commitment suits them. Internet Governance can 
be very complex and jargon-heavy which can make entering the field feel 
challenging and exclusive at times. We aim to help people experience how 
the Internet and digital policy affects themselves and their communities 
before diving into the technicalities. We also want to emphasize that people 
can engage with this ecosystem in many different ways – traditional policy 
and advocacy are not the only route. For example, we are experimenting with 
more creativity-based forms of engagement such as mini film festivals, zines, 
etc, to broaden our own educational and advocacy tactics.

What does the Internet Governance ecosystem look like in your 
region? When it comes to policies, is Internet access seen as a 
universal right? How does the government deal with this topic?

Canada is fairly active in Internet Governance and the digital rights space. 
There are some organizations and Internet access is also largely viewed as a 
universal right. In 2016, the CRTC, our telecommunications regulator, issued 
a ruling that acknowledged high-speed Internet access as a basic service 
necessary to the quality of life of all Canadians. They also set a target speed 
of 50mbps/10mbps for download/upload. Despite this, digital inclusion and 
the digital divide remain significant issues in Canada, with rural and remote 
access and affordability being two of the main challenges. In 2019, the federal 
government announced a Broadband Fund intended to bring everyone up to 
the CRTC’s target speed, however, the investment is limited and many think 
insufficient to cover the cost of generating universal access. This investment 
also does not explicitly tackle the underlying telecommunications affordability 
issues in Canada which are largely the result of a market oligopoly.
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Are there many civil society organizations working with tech-
related issues in Canada? How do they influence decisions?

There are already several civil society organizations working on tech-
related issues in Canada, but a lot of room for growth. More large-scale 
funding opportunities are needed to support civil society and community 
efforts. As examples, I would cite OttawaU tech law, CIPPIC involved in legal 
cases, Open Media and Digital Justice Lab, among others.

For those who are reading this interview and are interested in 
being part of the Internet Governance ecosystem, what would be 
your “first step” recommendation? 

There are 3 things we would recommend: researching, reaching out, and 
showing up. Researching means reading up on the key issues and institutions 
involved, figuring out what topics you are interested in, and exploring 
opportunities to attend Internet Governance meetings or conferences 
that interest you. Reaching out means contacting people you see or know 
are involved in the Internet Governance ecosystem, introducing yourself 
and asking questions. In our experience, most people in the community 
are enthusiastic to help out whether that is by sharing their experience, 
introducing you to other people, recommending opportunities, or pointing you 
in the direction of organizations or work that relates to your interests. Finally, 
showing up to conferences, meetings, events in your area, etc, is important 
because so much of learning about how the ecosystem works happens by 
hearing the debates that people are having, while also asking questions and 
making connections with people who are doing work that resonates with you.
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How do you see the role of the youth in the Internet Governance 
community?

Youth representation in IG is about young people having a role in 
determining and building the future we want. Youth representation and 
participation are also important for maintaining the sustainability of the 
ecosystem and its institutions. Engaging youth diversifies and introduces 
new perspectives into our community which can help institutions continue 
adapting and accounting for future challenges.
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It is common knowledge that, over the last few years, an 
increasing amount of young people have joined the Internet 
governance ecosystem, either through the annual IGF, the 
ICANN meetings or through the growing number of 
National or Regional Initiatives (NRIs) and Youth Initiatives 
around the globe. However, even though it is clear that 
there has been a decrease in the average age of individuals 
in our field, the reasons behind these changes are not yet 
so obvious. First of all, who are these young people? Where 
do they come from? Why in the world are they joining the 
Internet governance ecosystem? Are they coming through 
fellowships or on their own? What do these people do in the 
aftermath of these events? These are some of the 
questions we have tried to put together in this atlas as a 
result of an unpredecent research conducted by Youth 
Observatory with over 150 individuals from all the globe.
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